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Che Prospects of the Dear. 


™ 
as Fro present indications, these are cheering and en- 
toe couraging. The response already given to our Advent 
_ | Statement and Appeal, reveals not only a lively but a 
__. wide-spread interest. The little rills begin to flow 
from Missionary fields and distant parishes, while many 
of the Bishops and other Clergy have signified their 
kindly interest, in animating words and corresponding 
deeds. The Rt. Rev. the presiding Bishop, the ven- 
erable Bishop Brownell, has commended anew the cause 
ae of our Domestic Missions to his ancient and vigorous 
"Diocese, while the Bishops of Massachusetts, of New- 
Jersey, of Michigan, of Alabama, of Tennessee, of In- 

_ diana, and the Missionary Bishops of the Northwest 
and the Southwest have all enforced, with earnest 

~ words of authority and love, the arguments and mo- 

_ tives, which have gone forth to more than seventy 

~ thousand of the members of our wide-spread and privi- 
leged communion. We have not room for all of these, 
but we would call attention to some extracts from 
those which have more of a Missionary bearing than 


) the rest. 
] 
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The Bishop of Alabama thus writes : 


« We, in Alabama, owe the Missionary Society a heavy debt 
of gratitude. There are eight parishes, if no more, which are 
now self-supporting, and which, under God, are indebted to the 
Missionary Society for their existence. I trust that in a short 
time two other stations will be self-supporting. Those who 
have clamored against your Society know nothing of the 
West or the South.” | 


The number of self-supporting parishes, which 
have been planted and cherished by our aid, now vig- 
orous and beginning to be liberal, will form an inter- 
esting chapter in our Missionary annals, and a powerful 
argument for our work and cause. We intend, ere 
long, if it please God, to give such a view and state- 
ment, on this important subject, as will show what we 
have been doing for twenty years, and will convince 
the Church that, however great our shortcomings, 
“ our labor has not been in vain in the Lord.” 

Indeed, the new and noble church, of which Bishop 
Cobbs is himself the Rector, at Montgomery, which 
we suppose was consecrated on the second Sunday in 
Advent, December 9th, several of the neighboring 
Bishops being present, is a striking case in point. But 
a few years since, and Montgomery was one of our 
Missionary stations—now it is a strong and flourishing 
parish, rejoicing in prosperity. Long may it flourish, 
to attest and to repay the timely aid it once received. 

The Missionary Bishop of the Northwest has issued 
the following kind and earnest response to our Ap- 
_ peal: 

~ “ To the Clergy of Wisconsin, Minnesota, ete. : 
‘~ “ De.arietp, Wisconsin. 


5 Duar Breruren :—The Domestic Committee of the Board 
of Missions has issued an Advent ‘Appeal, which, I trust, will 
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arrest the attention and receive the cordial co-operation of 
each one of you. To that Committee, under God, we are in- 
debted almost for our existence as a Church in the West. It 
has fostered and sustained us ; and still continues, to the extent 
of its ability, and the numerous and increasing calls upon it, to 
afford most encouraging aid to a large portion of my fellow- 
laborers, as well as to myself. I earnestly hope, therefore, that 
on Advent Sunday, or as soon after as circumstances permit, 
you will preach upon the sacred subject of Missions, and have 
collections made at every parish and station where you of- 
ficiate. Kndeavor to convince your hearers that the privilege 
of contributing to accomplish our blessed Lord’s command to 
“preach the Gospel to every creature,” is great and beneficial, 
and ought to be embraced with zeal and gratitude. 

“With much affection, your faithful friend and Bishop, 

“ Nov. 16th, 1855.” Jackson Kemper.” 


The Missionary Bishop of the Southwest thus 
writes : 

“JT have, at the expense of no little labor, addressed a Cir- 
cular Letter to every clergyman within my jurisdiction, calling 
attention to the “Statement and Appeal,” which I presume 
has been furnished to them all, and earnestly entreating their 
co-operation.” I have said, 

“The cause of Domestic Missions is one in which we in the 
South-west are most deeply concerned. Most of our existing 
parishes owe their very being, under God, to efforts made in 
behalf of that cause elsewhere, and for the future supply and 
maintenance of laborers ina field, vast, and continually extend- 
ing, and parts of whichare already whitening unto the harvest ; 
we must, for years to come, be dependent mainly upon the 
same source. It is meet and right, therefore, as well as our 
bounden duty, to throw our mite into the common treasury, 
and thus, while we show our grateful sense of benefits received, 
contribute to swell those streams of Christian beneficence, 
which are seeking to permeate and fertilize our whole country. 

“J trust you will bring the matter before your congrega- 
tion, and on some Sunday, during the season of Advent, give 
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the members thereof an opportunity for bringing their of- 
ferings.” 

These are grateful, cheering words, from the chief 
laborers in the Missionary field, and for these, as for all 
the kind responses to our earnest call, we are pro- 
foundly thankful. 

We have received, also, from various clergymen, 
near and far, the evidence that a new chord has been 
touched, by the late meeting of the Board, and what 
has followed since, which will, we trust, convey its 
bett than electric sympathy, through the whole 
circle of our parishes and people. The noble offering 
of the Sunday-school of St. Paul’s, Cincinnati, has 
called upon the children of the Church to rally, under 
the peaceful, but heart-stirring banners of light and 
love. 

An earnest and warm-hearted brother thus writes : 


“Having been a Missionary during the whole period of my 
ministerial life, 1 have been unable to collect funds for the 
great cause of Missions. Your last Advent Appeal (it being 
the first since I was placed in a position in which I could do 
anything,) has stirred my spirit within me, and I wrote a ser- 
mon witn reference to an Advent Collection for Domestic 
Missions, which produced $—-, a large sum for such a parish, 
and by far the largest ever raised for such a purpose. You 
will therefore please credit Church with the above 
amount, which you will find enclosed. I have another parish 


in this county, in which I expect to make a collection next 
Sunday, D.V.” 


Another presbyter, rector of a parish in the West, 
long fostered by Missionary aid, and which, only last 
year, became self-supporting, in sending us the hand 
some contribution of $46 50, thus writes: 


“The amount I send is nearly double the sum given in former 
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years, and I hope always to be able to remit as large a sum. I 
am only sorry that it is not much greater.” 


In our own Diocese the year has opened well, and 
not to mention others, the Advent greeting of Christ 
Church, Poughkeepsie, in the welcome offering of 
$214, is, as we t ust, the earnest of at least redoubled 
zeal and liberality in this sacred cause, for all time to 
come. New-York should not raise less than $20,000, 
for Domestic Missions, in this and every coming’ year, 
and it would tell well on all her interests, her own 
Missions as a Diocese, and her spiritual welfare and 
prosperity. 

With such encouragement, we cannot, for a moment, 
contemplate or dwell upon anything else than a cheering 
year and a good future. May the withering blight 
of party spirit and the chilling frosts of selfish apathy 
alike be neutralized and changed to life andlove. And 
let the few, who would pollute the holiest cause on 
earth, with petty aims and narrow views, be left alone 
to plan and strive, while the earnest, humble, faithful, 
of all classes of the Church, have but the single eye, 
the steady aim, which seeks for and promotes, with the 
true Missionary heart, the only and great end of Mis- 
sionary zeal and effort, the glory of God, the good of 
his Church, and the salvation of his people. “ Pro 
Deo, pro Keclesia,’ should be the rallying watchword 
which may unite us all, and when He, “ who shall come” 
at his second advent, “shall destroy, with the breath of 
his mouth and the brightness of his coming,” all that 
gavors of the low and the carnal, of earth and _ 
of sin, there will survive the precious gold, the fra- 
grant myrrh, and the sweet savor of the pure frankin- 
cense from faithful hearts and earnest love, warmed by 
the fire from heaven, and glorying only in the Cross. 
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Alabama. > 
Tuscumbia—Rev. R. A. Cobbs. 


Tux condition of things remains very much the same as it 
was at the date of my last report. Services have been held 
regularly, in some part of my present extended field of labour, 
on every Sunday except three. Ontwo of these I was absent 
at Convention, and on the third at Convocation. For the 
most part, our services have been as well attended as usual; 
but I regret to say, that the interest manifested in the cause of 
the Church, and in the duties of religion, is not so great as is 
desirable. I trust, however, that the present lukewarm condi- 
tion of things is only temporary, and that ere long, our people 
will manifest a higher appreciation of the spiritual privileges 
they are enjoying, and will also display a greater zeal in the 
cause of the Church. 

In May last, the young ladies of the congregation, assisted 
by several of their friends in town, gave a concert for the pur- 
pose of assisting to pay off the debt still resting upon our 
church building. The nett proceeds amounted to a little more 
than one hundred dollars. This leaves some two hundred yet 
due, which, I am encouraged to hope, will be paid off, before 
many more months have rolled around. 

During the past summer I have been officiating on one Sun- 
day in the month at Courtland, in Lawrence county, a point 
on the Memphis and Charleston R. R., distant twenty-three 
miles from this place. There are one or two zealous members 
of the Church residing at that place, who, it is hoped, will form 
a nucleus around which a small but interesting congregation 
will, in time, be gathered. The prospect, at any rate, is such 
as to encourage us to persevere in the effort. The commu- 
nity is wealthy and intelligent ; and though the ground is almost 
entirely pre-occupied just now, yet there is good reason to be- 

‘lieve that the services of the Church will meet with favourable 
consideration. In my next report, I hope to be able to speak 


more positively concerning the results and prospects in this 
my new field of operations. 


. 
_ 
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re Louisiana. 
- Natchitoches—Rev. T. S. Bacon. 


THERE are no confirmations reported, as the Bishop has not 
been able to visit us this year. During this time the interests 
of the Church have required me to travel four thousand miles 
much of it in the most fatiguing ways. I have just returned 
from a journey to the destitute Churches of Shreveport and the 
parish of De Soto, in which I had to travel some two hundred 
miles in rough wagons and on horseback. In this tour, which 
I expect to repeat once a month for the rest of the year, and 
which occupied me nine days, I preached six times, baptized 
seven children, and administered the Communion. How 
grateful this visit was to the people, can only be imagined by 
those devoted members of the Church who have been, like 
these persons, nearly a year and a half without seeing a cler- 
gyman. 

In this, my immediate charge, the difficulties are very great; 
so great as to be inspiring. Any one who has a personal 
knowledge of Natchitoches, will, I think, agree with me that 
there is something noble in the position of our Church here, as 
confronted alone with the Church of Rome in one of its strong- 
holds. Here, as we are poor, and our opposers rich, the 
“bulwark of Protestantism’ must live and be strong only in 
the spirit of its glorious controversial learning, its apostolic 
simplicity, and its heavenly martyrdom. 

Our undertaking to build a becoming Church has encoun- 
tered great hindrances. Beside those which our situation, as 
above described, would cause at any time, the general distress 
of the south-west from drought, low water, &c., has probably 
been felt more here, than any where else ; and all this comes 
right across the path of our efforts. Still, we keep moving 
forward, though slowly. Some $1,500 has been obtained 
from the friends of the Church abroad, in the north and else- 
where ; a fine lot of ground has been obtained, and consider- 
able preparation made for making the bricks. From the abso- 
lute impossibility of obtaining some necessary materials, we 
must probably wait until Spring before raising the walls ; then 
we propose to do it, “if the Lord will.” Meanwhile, the Holy 
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Gospel and the pastoral care of the Church, are doing their 
saving work on the hearts of men, notwithstanding the poor 
way in which I administer them. 

Brethren, I ask you to excuse my necessary absences as set 
forth by the Bishop, especially as this all goes, by my ori- 
ginal proposition, to the Church building. I also ask you, 
for the same purpose, to continue my appointment another 
year. From my own little income I give to this object 
all I can spare from a most frugal living, taking long walks 
in this blazing sun, that I may save the expense of keeping 
a horse. _ 


Mississippi. 
Okolona—Rev. T. B. Lawson. 

Aurnoven my labours have not, for the last year, resulted in 
producing all I had proposed to accomplish, still I have much 
to strengthen and encourage me in my field of labour. 

I have seen but one brother clergyman since I wrote you 
last—have been all alone in my work. Soon, however, my 
heart and hands will be strengthened by the annual visit of our 
esteemed Bishop. I will have several for confirmation, both 
black and white. Ihave baptized eighteen: eight adults, and 
the rest children, since my last report to you. This seems 
rather a small result for six months labour, and it would be, if 
the influence of the Church extended no farther than these; 
but we are becoming more known and more esteemed. 

The various denominations in this country have taken, espe- 
cially the preachers, such interest in political questions, that the 
thoughtful are doubtful whether they are sent to preach politics 
or the Gospel. Many are dissatisfied, and are looking about 
for a more peaceful place of repose. They will eventually 
come into the Church, where the isms of the day cannot live. 

The Church building here is still not painted or furnished 
within; nor have we got a bell, which we greatly need. I 
hope we will not always be as poor as We now are, and that 
the future may be benefited by the labours of the present. 

You may expect from my two parishes for the next year, 
$20 for Domestic Missions. This year I could do nothing. 
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Andiana. 
New-Harmony—Rev, Wm. C. Armstrong. 


Tus is a place of some notoriety, as having been succes- 
sively the seat of two bodies of Socialists. In these societies 
were men of high standing for attainments in literature and 
science ; philosophers who were pleased to inculcate morality 
for the mere sake of morality. 'The eflect of such teaching, upon 
a great portion of the community, has caused them to rest sat- 
isfied with their attainments, and deem nothing further requi- 
site for their present and future well-being. Still, when we 
compare the present sentiment of society, with what it was 
when the Church was organized, we perceive that there has 
been a great change for the better. The erection of a Church 
was attended with many difficulties. But owing to the untiring 
labours of a few zealous laymen, a beautiful Gothic Church 
was built and furnished, without foreign aid. The design was 
furnished the Bishop of the Diocese by Mr. West, of Philadel- 
phia. The building, furnishing, and enclosing with neat fence, 
cost nearly $2,000. The location of the Church was happily 
selected, being on the Senconel bank, about one-fourth of a mile 
from the Wabash river. - It is the first object which attracts 
the attention of the traveller ascending or descending the river, 
recalling to his mind, that there is an Ark of safety provided 
for man by the Redeemer to carry him over the troubled 
waters of the world. 

Mount Vernon.—This place is situated on the Ohio river ; 
distant from New-Harmony fifteen miles. It contains a popu- 
lation of twenty-five hundred, and is increasing. Your Mis- 
sionary, immediately after his settlement in New-Harmony. 
visited here, and upon inquiry, finding sufficient material to 
warrant it, organized a parish with the name of St. John’s, 
The vestry obtained the use of the court-house for Divine Ser- 
vice, and we have continued to assemble there upon every 
alternate Sunday. The prospects of the Church in this place 
are, in many respects, most gratifying. The interest mani- 
fested, from the first day of our coming here, has steadily in- 
creased, and the desire is strongly expressed on all sides to 


10 Illinois. 


erect a Church edifice, where the Sacraments and Order of 
Christ’s Church may be duly administered and performed. 
Your Missionary considers the field in which you have 
placed him, an interesting, but in some respects, a hard 
one. And, although nothing daunted by the difficulties in the 
way, yet he is confident his success (apart from the Divine 
blessing) must be the result of patience and long continuance in 
well-doing. And while he is willing to spend and be spent in 
the cause of his Divine Master, he trusts the Church will not 
be unmindful of his position. 


Jllinois. 
Batavia—Rev. J. H. Waterbury. 

Since my former report, several changes have taken place, 
and the principal only can be referred to in this my autumnal 
account of Missionary labours. On April 29th, the Bishop 
confirmed, in Trinity Church, Aurora, five persons, which, with 
five previously confirmed, made ten during the year. Fifty- 
two baptisms and twenty communicants, complete the addi. 
tions for the year. 

As the parishes now under my care were desirous of more 
of my services than could be given while Rector of Trinity 
Church, Aurora, with the consent of the Bishop I resigned the 
charge of that parish; but with the unanimous request of the 
Vestry, remained till my successor should be elected. Rev. R. 
S. Nash, of Ohio, has been offered a liberal salary, and has en- 
tered upon the Rectorship of the same. It is a subject of de- 
vout pleasure to have an elder brother in the ministry so near 
me, with whom to interchange labours and counsels. This 
place is only seven miles from Aurora, three from Geneva, and 
five from St. Charles, making a cluster of parishes very easy to 
superintend. We have kept up three Sunday-schools in three 
villages. I have purchased for each school a good library, and 
present them prayer books and gift books from the Episcopal 
Sunday-School Union, as rewards for diligence in learning and 
reciting Scripture proofs and the Catechism. Children of the 
various denominations come to the school and Bible class; and 
several parents have told me our “course of instruction was 
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more pleasing and scriptural than their own”—an honest con- 
fession from those who have held such bitter prejudice towards 
the Church. Early in September, I baptized a grandmother: 
children, and grandchildren, eight in one family. Our hearts 
were deeply moved at this accession to the Church, reminding 
one of the apostolic days when the disciples baptized whole 
households. 

October 23d, the Bishop laid the corner-stone of Calvary 
Church in this place, and confirmed eight. This parish, as 
well as St. Mark’s, Geneva, and St. Peter’s Church, Sycamore, 
were admitted to Convention this year. 

There is now no bar to a successful prosecution of Missions 
in this State. I have now four parishes under my care, and 
would gladly resign part of them in the Spring, if you send a 
successor. ‘These villages are on the line of three different rail- 
ways, and are brisk, growing communities. 

Lots for Church and parsonage have been donated, and sub- 
scriptions started for the Church, varying from $500 to $2,000, 
in each place. With God thus to bless our feeble efforts, we 
will press on to occupy the land in His Holy name. 


Michigan. 
Pontiac—Rev. Thos. B. Dooley. 

I wave preached in Waterford and Bloomfield four times, 
and administered the Holy Communion three times to the sick 
in other places. I have visited overy family and individual I 
could hear of, to the distance of ten miles around, that ever 
expressed sympathy in the pure faith and practice of our Holy 
Church. My mode of operation was, during the season of Ad- 
vent and Lent I appointed a certain house to meet the adults 
and children of a hamlet or village, and made prayer ; lectured 
on some articles of the Creed; heard and explained the Cate- 
chism to them; the next day at another, as by appointment on 
the Sunday preceding: thus I spent the Holy seasons in coun- 
try parts, except Litany days, which I spent at home in the ser- 
vices at the Church. I found the necessity of my carrying out 
this plan, from the cool indifference manifested by the major 
portion of the people here, and the jealous bickerings existing. 
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Through this means, under God, I was enabled to enter into 
the knowledge of each person’s feelings, and reconcile many 
who were at enmity with each other, and direct them to a God 
of Peace and Love. The happy result is, that those that had 
not come to the house of God for years, now come regularly 
and statedly ; and I am told there never were such large con- 
gregations in attendance before. We are now building a beau- 
tiful Gothic brick Church, and hope to have it ready for con- 
secration next Spring. It will be my pride and aim to return 
the Missionary stipend before long ; for after we get into our 
new Church, we will have ample means to pay the Rector’s 
salary, and be able to aid others. 


Sowa. 
Davenport—Rev. A. Louderback. 

WE are subject to constant changes, in the removal of fami- 
lies and communicants, owing to the adventurous character of 
our western population, made up of eastern immigration. We 
have not gained, in permanent strength, what we had antici- 
pated a year ago. But still, the prospect of the parish, in every 
respect, is highly encouraging. Families are coming into the 
place; those who never felt any interest in religion are becom- 
ing deeply interested; the Sunday-school is doing well; and a 
class for confirmation awaits the visit of the Bishop. The 
parish, therefore, both in temporal and spiritual interests, is 
gaining ground. It is to be desired that the Missionary stipend 
could be continued here one year longer, if by any means pos- 
sible. We have occupied our Church building but barely a 
year—not long enough, under the circumstances, to gather 
strength, and command those resources that would enable us 
to stand alone, as we could desire. Another year would do it. 
I beg, therefore, that the appropriation be continued during the 
coming Missionary year. 

Clinton, and Camanche, and Lyons, and Le Claire, on 
the river, above here, are towns of growing interest and im- 
portance, which would form a promising field of Missionary 
labour. I have long desired to see a Missionary at those points. 
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Clinton is a new town of great promise, as the point where the 
railroad will cross the Mississippi river, in connection with the 
Central Michigan interests. A gentleman called upon mea 
few days since—a resident of Clinton—-who stated that two 
good lots were secured to our Church, and a subscription 
started, with some $800 on it, toward building a Church edi- 
fice. No clergyman is there, but several zealous Church peo- 
ple—and others who intend to remove from the East, and from 
Lyons, three miles above—will, together, make a good begin- 
ning. I have written to the Rt. Rev. Bishop Lee about it. 
Every place of any interest, on the river, making the eastern 
boundary of Iowa, should be at once occupied by us; for they 
must all, at no distant day, become centres of influence. 

We are looking now soon for the removal of our excellent 
Bishop among us, as the place of his habitation ; and antici- 
pate much pleasure, as well as profit and advantage, from his 
local residence among us. May our blessed Lord and Saviour 
bless this branch of his true vine, and cause the labours of the 
husbandman, engaged in cultivating it, to yield a glorious har- 
vest of souls, redeemed and saved through the merit of his 
death, and the power of his grace and Holy Spirit. 


Minnesota. 
St. Anthony’s Falls—Rev. J. S. Chamberlaine. 


I senp you the following statement of progress made by 
this Mission, in the work of the Church, since my report in 
April last. 

Our parish Church here, the head-quarters of the Mission, 
was consecrated in May; and by the liberality of a parishioner, 
the praise of whose works was before among us all, the debt of 
$112 existing against us, on the building account, is paid. At the 
time of the consecration, three persons were confirmed. Among 
the baptisms since, is one of an adult, who has given proper 
notice to the Bishop of his intention to apply to become a Can- 
didate for Holy Orders. He is now studying with me, to this 
end; and is also acting as lay-reader and catechist.| We trust 
we have also overcome, at last, the difficulty in obtaining suit- 
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able teachers (who are also to be assistants in the parish) for 
our girls’ school. 

At the Chanhassan Station, at the Bishop’s last visit, five 
persons were confirmed, and three baptized. The corner-stone 
of the new Church was also laid. Since then, I have organ- 
ized a parish at this Station, by the name of St. John’s Parish ; 
and it has already been endowed with fifty acres finest farming 
land. Mr. Judd, Candidate for Orders, and for more than a 
year past lay-reader, in this congregation, expects to be or- 
dained a Deacon this fall. The beautiful little Church being 
built for this parish, 1 am sorry to say, will not be ready for 
consecration before Spring. The brethren who have given 
pledges, which are unredeemed, towards this building, will not, 
I am confident, permit us to be hindered any more for want of 
means. With the Church building finished, and the steady and 
zealous lay-reader, (who, from the beginning of this work, has 
been a stay and consolation to me,) ministering with the greater 
grace of Holy Orders, I shall look to see this parish enjoy an 
uninterrupted growth in strength and usefulness. 

At St. Alban’s, a new town on a bay of Lake Minnetouka, 
and three and a half miles from Chanhassan, I have organized 
another parish, by the name of Trinity Parish. Here a Church 
is ready for consecration, and without debt. It is of hewn logs, 
and of the value of $600—though it cost the parish only about 
$200—the difference in these two sums, as well as the ground 
on which the Church stands, being a gift to the congregation, 
from their zealous lay-reader, to whose liberality and industry 
this parish is mainly indebted for its present prosperity. He 
is also a Candidate for Holy Orders. I have secured twenty 
acres of excellent land, embracing a beautiful site on the main 
lake; also forty-five lots in the town of St. Alban’s, and a 
beautiful promontory in Lake Christmas, of about two acres, 
for a burial ground. In the town of St. Alban’s there is already 
an excellent saw and grist-mill, and other improvements in pro- 
gress and contemplation, which, with the natural advantages 
of the site, can hardly fail to make it a point of at least con- 
siderable importance. In this parish, we very much need a 
melodeon and a small chureh-bell ; and as very little has been 
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received from abroad, in aid of this congregation, it will not, I 
trust, be too much for me to solicit the gift of these from any 
person or persons disposed to help forward the Missionary 
work of the Church. 

At Minneapolis, on the west side of the Falls of St. Anthony, 
I have located another station; and on each Lord’s day I hold 
an evening service there. I meet with good congregations 
and every encouragement to go on, With the aid of a lay- 
reader, I hope to be able to keep up morning as well as eve- 
ning service, after a little time. I have secured for this con- 
gregation two good lots, valued at $300; and there is even 
now confident talk of ability among our friends to build a good 
parish Church the coming season. The population of the 
place is near a thousand. There should be a clergyman and 
parochial ministrations in this place at once. 

Besides the above, I have just located a new station, about 
five miles above St. Alban’s, on Lake Minne-Washta, where 
an important settlement is growing up, and have appointed 
services there for next Sunday evening; and yet another at 
the outlet of Lake Minnetouka, where | have, as yet, appointed 
no services, for want of a convenient house, which we hope to 
obtain very soon. We ought to build a block Church at this 
place next summer, as it is a promising location. We shall 
require about $200 for this building, in money, for which we 
have no other resource than the liberality of the brethren, as 
thig will at present be a Missionary Church, though we hope, 
before long, that all the pains and expense now bestowed upon 
it will be richly repaid. 

It will be seen from the above, that the work of this Mission 
is one of faith, in which we ask not about the future—how it 
shall be supported; but look unto God, being diligent only 
to do what our hands find now to be done; knowing well that 
His is the silver and gold, and His the spiritual grace ; and 
that though we lack, yet will he, as heretofore, so always pro- 
vide. We shall not, I am sure, in such a work as this, lack 
either the prayers or the offerings of those who love the Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincerity. 
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Gexas. 
Anderson—Rev. J. B. T. Smith. 


Tue past has been asad year for this parish. There has 
been much to encourage; but our loss by death and removals 
has been very heavy, and has had a depressing effect upon us. 
My hope of building a Church here was founded partly upon a 
subscription that was made two years ago. But the hard 
times induced many to lessen their former subscription ; and 
this, together with the removal of so many, has disappointed 
us. 

Six communicants have been added. Counting those who 
will very shortly leave, with removals and deaths, the number 
of communicants will soon be reduced to fifteen. Since the 
schools here have been broken up, the Sunday-school has been 
discontinued. Others were ready for confirmation, but the 
Bishop was not able to visit all parts of the station. I had in- 
tended to return to “the States,’ but have heard of so many 
places where the fields are white for the harvest, and labourers 
are so few, that, if possible, I shall remain in the Diocese. 


California. 
Nevada and Grass Valley—Rev. W. H. Hiil. 


In making this first official report to the Domestic Commit- 
tee, I beg leave to remark preliminarily, that, owing to the pe- 
culiar situation and circumstances necessarily attendant ujson 
Missionary life and work in California, and especially in the 
mining regions, the statistics, required to be given, must par- 
take, to a greater or less degree, of conjecture. I can only say, 
that I will try and not exaggerate, either favourably or unfa- 
vourably. 

I commenced labour in the two Missions named, seven 
months since, viz.: the Ist of March, 1855. In my last letter 
to the Committee, allusion was made to the discouragements 
and encouragements met with up to the date of that report. I 
will repeat nothing then written, but will add thereto an item 
of information, then omitted, viz. : that in the month of April 
last, I organized a parish in each place, both of which were re- 
ceived into union with the Convention of the Diocese of Cali- 
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fornia, in May last. The parish in Nevada is called “ Trinity 
Church,” and that at Grass Valley, “Emanuel Church.” Full 
Bvards of Wardens and Vestrymen were chosen in each, from 
whose cordial and efficient co-operation I have received much 
aid and encouragement in my labours. 

The average attendance at Grass Valley has not been as 
good as at Nevada, partly because many could not attend the 
morning services, and partly on account of the uncomfortable 
room in which service was held. Could the services of a cler- 
gyman be given wholly to this place, as recommended by the 
Bishop, I feel sure that an average attendance of from 70 to 
100 could be secured. Living as I have done at Nevada, I 
have not been able to give so much attention to Grass Valley 
as I could wish, or is required. I have little doubt, however, 
but what, with a half stipend, an unmarried clergyman could 
be at once and well supported, and be enabled, in twelve or 
eighteen months, to throw himself entirely upon the parish. 
Much, of course, under God, depends upon the character, effi- 
ciency and devotion of the clergyman himself. The place itself 
met with a grievous calamity in September, by having all of 
its business part swept by a destructive conflagration. Some 
of the few Church people there were heavy losers, but have 
not lost spirit and determination by the destruction of so 
much of their property. I called a meeting of the vestry 
and others interested in the Church, the last Sunday of my 
officiating there, prior to my ‘departure for the Atlantic States, 
and upon a free and full consultation, was happy to find no dis- 
position, on their part, to fall back from their previous resolve, 
relative to the support of a clergyman, if the right kind of a 
man could be obtained; and they authorized me to say as 
much to the Committee, and also to whomsoever the Lord may 
stir up to this good work. I feel the more anxious to obtain 
the services of a clergyman for Grass Valley, as when I re- 
turn to California, my own will be confined to Nevada, and 
places to the’ north and east thereof, which will demand my 
whole time and energies. , 

In relation to Nevada, I can only add to my previous state- 
ments, that the encouraging prospects then noted, appear as 
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bright still. Under all the disadvantages I have laboured, my 
congregations have gradually increased, until lhave had for weeks 
past, an average attendance of 150. A good and efficient choir 
has been trained to sing the chants, &c.,in our service, and 
this has added much to the interest thereof; albeit, we have no 
help from either organ or melodeon. The spiritual prospects 
of the Church are also equally encouraging, and by the bless- 
ing of God, I have good reason to hope, that our little band of 
communicants will be greatly increased, prior to another an- 
nual report. The good Lord grant that it may be so. The 
day of indifference to religious things in Nevada seems to be 
* passing away, and the faithful preaching of Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified, is meeting with a response from many a stricken 
heart, “ What must I do to besaved ?” If the Committee can 
comply with the recommendation of the Bishop, in relation to 
myself, for one year more, it will enable me to return to my 
work. No farther aid, after another twelvemonth, will either 
be needed or asked. 

Should the coming winter be a favorable one for the miners, 
I have no doubt but that a neat brick Church will be erected 
next season. But if not, a large and commodious Court-house 
will be finished in February, and we can have the use of its 
spacious court-room. 

‘ The “places adjacent to Nevada,” named in the Bishop’s 
letter, | have not yet been able to visit. They are important 
points, distant from 12 to 40 miles from Nevada. I have 
already heard of Church people residing in them, and believe 
that an occasional service will bring out many more, and open 
a prospect for the future establishment of the Church in each. 
T intend, God willing, to. visit all these important points next 
season, and as frequently as possible. 

The last of August, I went to Jowa Hill, in Placer county, 
and held a service. ‘This is an important and flourishing min- 
ing town, distant 26 miles from Nevada, and 22 from Grass 
Valley. I found a number of Church people here, and had 100 
to hear me, at a week day service, of which, very imperfect 
notice had been given; and sorry was J, not to be able to com- 
ply with their urgent solicitation to officiate again prior to my 

departure. Here is a fine field for an itinerant Missionary, if 
one could be obtained. Making lowa Hill head-quarters, the 
mining villages of Michigan Bluffs, Yankee Jims, Wisconsin 

Hill and Auburn, are all within less than 20 miles distance; and 

at all these points, as I learned when at Iowa Hill, do Church- 
men and Church families reside, who are thus left as sheep in 
the wilderness ; the Church of their love seeming to care no- 
thing for their spiritual welfare. Placer county is one of the 
most important in the State. It cast some 5,500 votes at the 
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recent election ; and yet, so far as I know, or believe, mine, at 
Iowa Hill, was the first service ever held by a clergyman of 
our Church within its limits. With such an opening and such 
claims, shall the demand for help be unheeded? But, alas! 
where are the men, and where the means? , God help the 
Church and Churchmen, to give a right answer to this question. 

The Missionary at Grass Valley, if no better or other 
arrangement can be made, could give occasional week-day 
services at Iowa Hill and these other points, in Placer county, 
which would, I trust, keep alive the present desire for the ser- 
vices of our Church, and lead to the realization of greater hopes 
in the future. 

In concluding this report, ] can but express my thankful- 
ness for the uniform kindness, attention and respect, I have re- 
ceived in California. I thank the Committee, also, for their 
kindness, and only regret that I cannot report more progress 
in the good work, and more souls won to Christ. I have en- 
deavoured to preach the Word faithfully and pointedly, and 
have good reason to believe it has not been like water spilled 
upon the ground. It is a great mistake to suppose, as I was 
told by many, that the truth must not be preached in plainness 
to Californians. So far from this, they despise the unfaithful 
minister; and the closer and plainer one. preaches, the more 
do they esteem him. 

Perhaps I ought to add to this summary of my labours the 
statement, that in my voyage out, in February last, I ofh- 
ciated by reading prayers and preaching twice, and the same 
number of times on my return; and that on Thursday, Octo- 
ber 11, I committed to the deep the body of a woman, a fellow- 
passenger on the “John L. Stephens,” who had died of con- 
sumption the day previous. 


Washington Cerritorn. 
Steilacoon—Rev. J. McCarty, D. D. 


Durine the last half year, my Sunday services have been 
employed as follows: the morning at this post ; the afternoon 
at the village of Steilacoon; and the first Sunday in every 
month given to Olympia, the capital. On my way to our 
Convocation, in Portland, I officiated Sunday, the 10th of 
June, at Jackson’s, ten miles this side of Cowlitz Landing, 
where there are four Episcopalians; and in the afternoon, at _ 
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Sunday, the 17th of June, leaving the Convocation after the 
morning service, I officiated at Vancouver in the evening. — 

In July, I went down the Sound to Seattle, about 35 miles 
below this, officiating there both in the morning and evening, 
of Sunday the 15th—the attendance was good. But in the three 
days I spent there, I could not find an Episcopalian. Scattle, 
the only place on the Sound, below this, that can be called a 
village, contains only about 70 inhabitants. 

The population of this Territory, especially about the Sound, 
instead of increasing, as was anticipated, when I came here, 
has rather fallen off. Steilacoon has not one-half the popula- 
tion it had a year ago. Olympia, although the principal place 
in the Territory, has but a small population, which has de- 
creased the last six months; however, our services continue 
to be well attended, but the prospect of building a Church 
must, I fear, from the hard times, be put off for the present. 

1 cannot but regret, that I am not able to give a more 
favourable account of this Missionary field, and of my labours 
‘init. The population is not only small and sparse, but more 
worldly and irreligious than in the Atlantic Western States. 
Still, our Church has a duty to discharge in this “ day of small 
things,” and the more faithfully this is discharged in the be- 
ginning and formation of society here, so much greater, under 
the Divine blessing, will be the influence of religion and the 
strength of our Church in time to come, when this great Ter- 
ritory will have its tens of thousands of inhabitants. 


Missionarn Mecting in Christ Church, New-Dork. 
CALIFORNIA AND THE PACIFIC COAST. 


A meetTiING was held on the evening of the third Sunday in 
Advent, December 16, in Christ Church, as a farewell meet- 
ing, for the Rev. W. H. Hill, who was about to return to Cali- 
fornia as his permanent field of labor, after a year of faithful 
and successful experiment in that wonderful and rising State. 
The Rt. Rev. the Provisional Bishop presided, and stated the 
object of the meeting. The opening Collects were said by the 
Rev. Dr. Bedell, of the Ascension, and addresses were delivered 
by the Rev. Dr. Haight, the Rev. Messrs. Hill and Wiley, and 
the Secretary of the Domestic Committee. Notwithstanding 
the inclemency of the weather, a large congregation evinced 
by their presence and attention, their interest in the object of 
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the meeting—to promote the interests of the General Domestic 
Missions of our Church, with a special v iew to California and 
the Pacific Coast. The services were of sucha nature as to 
make a deep impression, and the clear, strong, straightforward 
and effective appeal of Rev. Mr. Hill, will be long remembered, 
and will bring forth its fruit, we trust, when he is far away and 
laboring in that distant field of temporal good things, but deep 
spiritual destitution. No one present can fail hereafter to 
realize more fully, and feel more deeply what California is, in 
its extent, its resources, its spiritual needs, and its promises of 
good. The heavy debt of our business community for its un- 
failing treasures of gold, was well urged as a motive and rea- 
son for supplying their spiritual destitution with some of the 
crumbs of the Gospel feast, at which it is our privilege to sit 
down with delight, and find its fruit sweet to our taste. 

The meeting was closed by a collection of $200, (the Of- 
fertory being read by the Rev. Mr. Denison, Secretary of the 
Foreign Committee,) singing a portion of Bishop Heber’s Mis- 
sionary Hymn, and prayers said by the Rev. Dr. Robertson. 


A Diamond Ring, an Offering for California. 


One of the best issues of the meeting was a beautiful and 
touching token of self-sacrifice, in order to do good, which the 
next day revealed. A modest note, in a female hand, tracing 
the few words, “ To be appropriated to the California Mission,” 
enclosed to a member of the Domestic Committee a diamond: 
ring, set in gold, which reminds us of the olden times when 
under the law, the daughters of Israel in the wilderness brought 
their looking-glasses and their ornaments as willing sacrifices 
for the service of the tabernacle. Now, surely, as the Gospel 
is better than the law, so should its higher, stronger motives 
bring forth fruits at least as many and great. The effect of 
this good example, who can tell? Or its good influence on the 
warm and noble-hearted giver, in the generous impulse, and 
the willing sacrifice, or its contagious power on others who, 
with means abundant of self-indulgence, and luxurious gratifi- 
cation in expensive articles of dress and ornament, may be led 
to forego some one thing which migft minister to pride and 
self, and lay it upon the altar of self-denial and of God? Who 
will give up their jewels, or some of their rich articles of dress, 
to have the greater luxury of doing good, and finding after 
many days the lasting fruit, when He shall make up his jewels 
in souls redeemed and saved, “who, though he was rich, yet 
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for our sakes became poor, that we through his poverty might 
be rich?” Where, then, are the rings and diamonds, the large 
sums lavished so profusely on the world, and pride and self? 
Who would not rather, in the sober hours of solitude, and sor- 
row and sickness, muse on willing sacrifices, and acts of sym- 
pathy, and deeds of love, that will shine brighter in the days of 
darkness, and give out sweeter music in the soul, when crowds 
are lonely, and pleasure is vain, and memory is quickened, and 
roused, and the powers and prospects of eternity take hold on 
the conscience and the soul? Lay up, then, stores of comfort, 
and sweet and pleasant memories, against the coming hour ‘of 
trial and of need. It will give songs in the night of death, it 
will sweeten and heighten even the melody of Heaven. 


Another Noble Offering. 


The Secretary has the pleasure to acknowledge from an un- 
known lady, by the hands of J. D. Wolfe, Esq., the sum of $500 
for our Domestic Missions. Who that is able will follow with 
alikesum? Even a hundred will be welcome (thanks to J. C. 
for his hundred, twice told) from the thousands in the Church 
whom God has richly blessed! The ‘‘ widow’s mites,” too, 
will be welcome. Thanks to the generous donor, who is here 
unknown. Her record is on high. 


Sutelligence, 


Tur Rev. W. H. Hill sailed on the 22d of December for his 
loved and important field in California. Many hearts and 
prayers will follow him. He was preceded by the Rev. J. W. 
Capen, who, with his wife, sailed in the steamer of December 
7th, to labour at Coloma. May we have many more such la- 
bourers for California and the Pacific Coast! 
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North Carolina, 


& 
Erratum—In the list of contributing parishes in the Novemb 
; § paris er and December 
Church, Lexington, Kentucky, should have been credited with $56 75, as cares 
in the February and March numbers of the Spirit of Missions. ; 


The error was that of the compositor. 
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THE SEASON OF THE EPIPHANY. ae 


Tue REVOLVING seasons in their course have brought. us. 
again to that period in the Church’s year whieh has been spe- 
cially designated as the time for collections for Foreign 
Missions. a a Te, 

It is a time appropriate to this obj agthe for now are renew- 
edly presented obligations whieh no fini bound, no language 
can express, arising out of the gifts of God’s grace and mercy 
tous Gentiles. We have come to the brightness of the risen 
Sun of Righteousness ; the streams of Divine grace and mercy 
in Jesus Christ, forsaking their ancient courses, flow in a re- 
freshing current throughout our land. We are numbered 
among God’s covenant people; we slice in the hope of 


eternal life. 


“= 


4 


These are the most signa) mercies of aineh any people | 


can be put in possession. We have them in an unbounded 
measure of freeness—fullness—richness. 

In view of the fact that the Epiphany Season is set apart 
for the commemoration of the giving of Jesus Christ to be the 
Saviour of us Gentiles, the Church, by the General Conven- 
tion, has thought good to recommend, that at this season our 
people should be called upon to testify to the reality and gen- 
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uineness of their faith in that Saviour, by ministering to other 
Gentiles the gift which they themselves have received; that 
now, more particularly, they should be led to feel the weight 
of their obligations, and be persuaded by the constraining 
love of Christ, to,have compassion upon those who still sit in 
darkness and in the shadow of death. 

God has not chosen us to be the recipients of His grace 
because we are better than others; without the enlightening 
of His Spirit our darkness had been as great—our degrada- 
tion as deep as theirs. We are in Christ before others; this 
is a privilege purchased by no merit of our own. We came 
into possession of it by the undeserved mercy of God through 
those who were in Christ before we were. God wrought in 
the hearts of our elder brethren a desire to extend the Gospel 
of His Son. By their missionary efforts, directed and blessed 
of Him, we are what we are. Is the stream of Divine bene- 
ficence to have no outlet beyond ourselves? Has God re- 
leased us from the responsibility with which His people have, 
in all ages and generations, been charged, to go into all the 
world. and preach the Gospel to every creature? Was there 
ever a Church which could not have used within itself all 
the means which it expended for giving the Gospel to the hea- 
then—and used them too, as many would have declared, judi- 
ciously, and yet where should we have been now if this nar- 
row policy had been pursued? Is there a parish within these 
United States which could not use within itself, all the money 
which it gives to Missionary efforts without itself, and use it 
too, as many would declare, judiciously? Is there a family 
within any parish which could not.use within itself, all that it 
gives to Missionary objects, and use it too, as many would 
declare, judiciously ? But who does not see that this would 
paralyze all Christian effort—and, so far as our puny strength 
can do it, hold back the chariot wheels of the mighty Con- 
queror, whose goings forth have been from everlasting. 

Means and opportunities are abundant to do all that God 
requires of us. Home fields are large, and call for great 
efforts. Foreign fields are widening, and the command of 
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the Master is, enter in and reap. Where is the man with a 
heart touched by the grace of God, who will venture to say— 
we cannot do this work! Where, from the wealthiest city 
parish, whose members count their gold by millions, to the 
poorest congregation in the smallest hamlet, where are we 
straitened ? Is it in him who spends ten or twenty thousand 
for himself a-year, and gives one hundred to the cause: of 
Christ—or in him who of his penury cannot give even a cup 
of cold water to him who is athirst? If the rich out of their 
abundance gave—and the poor of his scanty store—would there 
be any lack of pecuniary means by which to carry on this 
work? Is the strength of the Episcopal Church herein put 
forth ?—this highly-favored Church, rich in abundant wealth, 
and richer still in the blessings of a pure and holy faith—is 
the strength of this Church put forth? The most emphatic 
answer to this inquiry is the fact, that Nive Huwprep anp 
Sixty Parisues have not contributed one dollar to Foreign 
Missions within the last fifteen months—and most of these 
have never at any time given anything for this object. 

The Statement and Appeal of the Foreign Committee pub- 
lished last Spring, and sent in considerable numbers to every 
parish clergyman for distribution, warned the Church of the 
ruin which threatened this Department. Our usual Hpiph- 
any Appeal had failed to bring to our treasury anything like 
the amount which was needed. The Committee had strug- 
gled on until they were well nigh overwhelmed with difh- 
culty ; then they made a loud and earnest call to the Church 
for help. A goodly number of parishes responded ; the more 
pressing liabilities of the Committee were met, and the Church 
saved from utter disgrace. 

In October last, the Committee came into the Board of 
Missions with a debt upon them of $5,000 for supplies pur- 
chased for Africa, long past due, while an expenditure of 
$5,000 more was at once necessary; with a debt also of 
$3,000 for borrowed money, besides other obligations. 

The Committee at the same time presented to the Board 
three young men who were waiting to be sent abroad as 
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Missionaries. By special effort the amount needed for this 
object was secured, and the two who were applicants for ap- 
pointment to China have been sent forth ; and the other leaves 
our shores in a few days for his chosen field in Africa. 

The $3,000 for borrowed money remain unpaid—the bills 
for African supplies, $5,000, are also unpaid. The usual Fall 
shipment, for which the sum of $5,000 is needed, has not 
been made, because there are no funds by which to do it. 
These, and other deficiencies also, properly belong to last year, 
but are now made a part of the burden of the current year. 

Will the Church, we ask, allow the work of Foreign Mis- 
sions to go on in this halting, hesitating, unsatisfactory man- 
ner—with obligations of one year laid over upon another, 
perpetuating its embarrassments, and checking its growth? 
Will not the Nine Hundred and Sixty Parishes which, for 
various reasons, have hitherto failed to avail themselves of 
the privilege of being co-workers with God, in bringing to pass 
the fulfilment of prophecy in regard to the extension of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom, now come to the rescue, so that the Ark 
of God may be borne along with shoutings and praise? Shall 
not this great work have more of the thoughts, and prayers, 
and offerings of all God’s people ? 

May the Spirit of grace be poured upon the hearts of all 
Christians, that they plenteously bringing forth the fruit of 
good works, may, by Him, be plenteously. rewarded, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 


THE MISSION IN WEST AFRICA. 


Arter a very long interval, an arrival from the Coast of 
Africa has brought letters from Bassa and Cape Palmas of a 
highly gratifying and interesting character. Unfortunately, 
the letters which contain the details of Missionary affairs, have 
not come to hand, but we gather from passages in those re- 
ceived, that at Cape Palmas and its vicinity, the labours of the 
Missionaries were attended with signal marks of the divine 


blessing, and that they had every reason to feel encouraged in 
their work. 


e 
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Under date of August 11, Bishop Payne writes from Rock- 
town, the station under the care of the Rey. C. C. Hoffman, to 
the following effect :— 


“Our beloved associates, the Rev. Mr. Hoffman and wife, 
with Miss Williford, reached us in good health. How evi- 
dently it was God’s providence that brought them to us, you 
will see, when you shall have been apprised of the death of the 
Rey. Robert Smith, and the return to the United States of the 
Rev. Mr. Wright. So reduced has our number become, that, 
greatly to our grief, we have had to part with Mr. Hoffman, 
and assign to him this station, (Rocktown.) 

“YT am now in his delightful home, attending our Second 
Convocation for the year; and a most heart-cheering one it 
is tous too. God seems to delight to meet with us, and com- 
fort us at this time. 

“Last night we had our Missionary Meeting, and, besides 
addresses from Missionaries, C. F. Jones, the native Deacon, 
and seven Catechists and Teachers, made reports, and spoke 
of their faith and labour in such a manner, as to assure us that 
the spirit was in them which led the early disciples to go ‘every- 
where preaching the Lord Jesus.’ 

«But I will not anticipate details of this and other interest- 
ing items of intelligence to be given elsewhere. I will only 
add, never did weso feel that ‘God is with us of a truth,’ and 
His cause advancing, as at this present time. And we accept 
it as a mark of God’s special loving kindness towards the Mis- 
sion, that he thus visits it in mercy at this time, when there is 
so much discouraging in the indifference and apathy of its 
friends abroad.” 

It is matter of much regret to us that the letters containing 
the details referred to, should be missing just now, as the pub- 
lication of them might, by God’s blessing, have a happy in- 
fluence on the Church at this present time. 

We add the following extracts from the 

JOURNAL OF THE REV. H. R. SCOTT. 
Death and Funeral Services of the Rev. Robert Smith. 

Muy 11th, 1855.—Had a long discussion with the headmen of the Cape 


Palmas towns on the subject of gree-grees ; which resulted in a promise, 
on their part, to call the people, when they shall have returned from their 
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farms, and have a general discussion on the expediency of abandoning the 
whole system. f 

May 23rd.—Went to Cayallato see the Rev. Mr. Smith to-day, and was 
gratified to find him well enough to ride out in a hammock, and be with 
the family at the dinner-table. At 5 o'clock, in the afternoon, I took 
leave of him, t» all appearances decidedly better than he had been for 
several days. ; 

May 24th.—Heard this morning from the Bishop, that the Rev. Mr. Smith 
was taken witha severe oppression on his lungs about midnight. T hastened 
down, and, when within a short distanee of Cavalla, meta messenger an- 
nouncing his death! Truly, “in the midst of life, we are in death!” 
Little did I think as we sat pleasantly conversing on last evening, that we 
would never meet again on earth. 

It was my privilege to be intimately acquainted with our departed 
brother for more than three years ; and I can truly say, that besides being 
one of the most faithful of friends, his devotion to his Master’s cause I have 
never seen surpassed. The absorbing desire of his heart was to live near 
to Jesus, and do all in his power to advance His kingdom in the world. 
With the exception of his feeble and deeply-diseased physical constitu- 
tion, few men ever went forth better prepared to labour among the 
heathen. . 

Though apparently just fairly begun, his work is ended—his brief pil- 
grimage on earth has peacefully closed—he now rests from his labors, and 
his works do follow him. 

May 25th.—Delivered his funeral discourse in the school-room, followed 
by some remarks from the Bishop. A large procession then moved with 
the body to the grave-yard in the garden, where the burial service was 
read by the Bishop, and the remains of our brother consigned to their last 
earthly resting-place. 


Encouraging Signs among the Native People. 


June 3rd.—Held the usual services at St. Mark’s this morning, and de- 
livered an address at the Missionary Meeting in the evening. 

Held our first service at the new native chapel this afternoon, which we 
will call the Church of the Evangelist. The congregation was very large, 
and remarkably attentive. After the sermon, I had considerable discussion 
with the king and headmen on the gree-gree question, and felt greatly ex- 
couraged by the spirit they manifested. 

June 14th.—Went through the native towns thisafternoon. As I entered 
the house of one of the headmen, I found him with a picture of the cruci- 
fixion before him, trying to give eight or ten bushmen an account of the 
sufferings and death of Christ. 

IT took up the subject where he left off, and preached to them of “ Jesus 
and the resurrection.” It was probably the first time some of them had 
heard the way of salvation. Would that the glad tidings could at once 
be carried to the many tribes in this land still ignorant of Christ! 

In one of the tours I encountered a well educated native, once connected 
with Mr. Wilson’s school. He keeps a Bible in his house, but rarely looks 
in it, because it always excites his fears; for the same reason I learn that 
he rarely ever listens to the preaching of the Gospel. 

June 17th.—(Sunday.)—Preached to the heathen in the chapel at Rock- 
town this morning; and after an intermission of about an hour, preached 
to the Christian congregation, and administered the communion. 

After service, had a conversation with Inos George—a young man re- 
eently connected with the school at this place, who desires baptism, Was 
encouraged to hope that he is indeed a child of God. 


2? 
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A Missionary is sadly wanted at this station. The people seem more 
disposed than ever before to have the Gospel preached to them. 

June 18th.—Organized a night school for the natives at the chapel this 
evening. Had abouta hundred pupils, the greater part of whom seem 
most eager to learn. 

June 20th.—Our number of pupils in the night school has greatly in- 
creased, and never have I seen elsewhere the same anxiety to learn. 
Taught this evening until I was almost hoarse. As soon as I could get 
through with one set, another would come up, and beg for a lesson. 

Could the pious young men in America, who are anxiously inquiring 
where God would have them labour, see the anxiety manifested here by 
scores of pagan children and youth to acquire the rudiments of an educa- 
tion, and the readiness with which they receive Scriptural instruction, the 
aap for labourers in this interesting field would not long remain un- 

eeded. 

One thing this evening interested me particularly, viz., the respectful 
and reverent demeanour of the school, while it was being opened with 
prayer. Scarcely a sound could be heard from any of the young men or 
boys, and some who were standing near the door outside, came in and 
quietly knelt with the rest. 

June 2ist.—Went to Rocktown, and preached in one of the native towns 
to-day. 

Missionary Conversations and Services. 


June 24th—Sunday.—Held the usual services at St. Mark’s this 
morning, and preached at the native chapel in the afternoon. 

While I was preaching, [ urged all who were willing to give up their 
gre-grees, to come forward at once; and immediately one of the head- 
men, ((ala,) a grey-headed old man, advanced with much emotion to the 
pulpit, and in presence of the large congregation, renounced greegrees. 
After service I went to his house and took away all he had, one of which 
he told me had been owned by his father before he was born. 

We then went to the house of Ge Pam, the most influential of the head- 
men, and now acting as king, and took away all he had. 

We were particularly encouraged by his renouncing the system, from 
his having peen for many years the head of the Devil-Doctors in this 
vicinity. = 

June 29th.—Have spent the past two days in attending examinations at 
Mt. Vaughan and Rocktown, and have been much gratified at the pro- 
gress of the boys. : 

July 1st, Sunday.—Baptized the two oldest boys belonging to our 
schools at Rocktown and Hoffman station this afternoon, at the Church of 
the Evangelist, The former with the name of John D. George, and the 
latter with the name of Horace Stringfellow. 

Just as we were leaving Church this morning, a note was handed me 
from brother Hoffman, announcing his safe arrival at Cape Palmas with 
Mrs. H. and child and Miss Williford. i 

July 9th.—Had a long conversation with Yellow Wiil, the king of the 
Cape Palmas towns. He isa firm believer in the Gospel, and we trust is 
in a fair way of becoming a true penitent. ‘ip S 

He is a man of very superior mind, but is losing influence with his 
people on account of his becoming a leper. : ; 

July 11th,—Had a meeting of the headmen this afternoon, and received 
from them the assurance that they would call all the people together to- 


morrow, to discuss the greegree question. 


' 
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_ July 13th—Heard to-day that the people, according to appointment, , 
had a discussion of the greegree question on yesterday; but that the 
influence of the devil-doctors was found to be sufficient to prevent the over- 
throw of the system for the present. 


Increasing Evidences of Seriousness. 


July 15th.—(Sunday.)—During the services in the native chapel, I called 
upon Thomas Freeman, one of our native converts from Cavalla; and he 
made a very impressive address, showing the people how he used to de- 
ceive those who consulted him while he was a devil-doctor. 

July 31st,—An interesting young man named Deye, a son of one of the 
headmen, called on me this afternoon to express his desire to be with the 
people of God. He has been evidently serious for several weeks, and now 
gives decided evidence of being led by the spirit—but, poor fellow, he 
stumbles at the common obstacle among his people—the necessity of 
giving up all but one wife. 

When I urged upon him the necessity of giving up all, and following 
Christ, he showed much emotion, and Jeft us with the impression that he 
will soon be ready to enlist under the banner of Immanuel. 

August 3d.—Three other young men came with Deye this evening to 
converse on religion. Two of them seem very anxious on account of their 
souls; but are not yet prepared to send away one of their two wives. 
They say they are willing to do everything else that is required of them 
but drive their wives away. I have rarely seen any persons more in 
earnest than they appear to be. 

May the Holy Spirit soon enable them to give up all for Christ ! 

August 5th.—Preached and administered Communion at St. Mark’s this 
morning, and lectured at the missionary meeting in the evening; also 
preached at the native Chapel in the afternoon. 

In my morning sermon J urged upon our communicants the importance 
of giving monthly, as God prospered them, to the support of the Gospel 
among the heathen. 

Whereupon a goodly number gave me their names, with the amounts 
they felt themselves able to contribute. 

As I came from St. Mark’sI met eight young men at the native Chapel, 
and had a long conversation with them on the importance of their im- 
mediately taking up the Cross of Christ. 

A number of them seemed very serious, but none felt quite ready to do 
all the Gospel required of them. 

It is pleasing to find that the young men who are making the greatest 


puts to eoagee knowledge, are those who are most anxious on account of 
heir souls. , 


SEE 


CHINA. 


From the Mission at Shanghai, intelligence has been re- 
ceived to 6th September. Dr. and Mrs. Fish arrived in safety, 
on the 3d of August. He was engaged in studying the Jan- 

_ guage—a pre-requisite to his usefulness as Missionary physi- 
cian among the Chinese. The Bishop proposes to rent a house 
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in the city, to serve as a hospital, dispensary, and an additional 
preaching-place. We have the following 


LETTER FROM DR. M. W. FISH. “™ ~ 
The Voyage—Reception by the Bishop—First Sunday in 
Shanghai—Plan for a Dispensary. 
SHancual, August 31, 1855. 


We arrived here on the 3d inst., one hundred and twenty days from 
New-York. Our passage was a pleasant and quick one, free from any of 
those terrible storms so dreaded by those who go to sea for the first time. 
On the eighty-fifth day out we first saw land—the beautiful Island of 
Java, whose high and verdant shores seemed doubly beautiful in contrast 
with the dreary waste of waters we had been traversing. It was night 
when we entered the Straits of Sunda, and the full moon, the distant 
moaning of the sea, as it broke upon the rocky shore, and the breezes 
laden with the sweet perfume of the orange groves, almost made it seem 
as though an enchanted scene had at once burst upon our vision. From 
Java to Hong-Kong we were thirteen days. The passage is entirely re- 
lieved from the usual monotony of a sea life. The most beautiful islands, 
covered with luxurious vegetation, are constantly rising from the water 
before one, and disappearing in the distance; and the air comes laden with 
the spicy perfumes of a tropical clime. One fully realizes the truth of 
the words in that beautiful hymn of Bishop Heber— 


“What though the spicy breezes, 
Blow soft o’er Ceylon’s Isle.” 


: is) 

These islands are uninhabited save by wandering clans of fishermen and 
pirates, but more beautiful spots cannot be found on earth. July 10th, 
arrived at Hong-Kong; and scarcely had the ship anchored ere we re- 
ceived a polite note from the Bishop of Victoria, inviting us to come to him 
during our stay in Hong-Kong. We were received by the Bishop and his 
excellent lady in a most cordial and friendly manner. Our stay was pro- 
longed by a typhoon, one of those terrible tropical storms, which are the 
terror of all China traders, It seemed as though a merciful Providence 
had kindly interfered to prevent our going to sea at such a time. Had it 
not been for a delay in a letter the Captain expected from Canton, we 
should have been exposed to this tempest. On the 2d Augusf, we came 
to anchor at the mouth of the river, fifteen miles from this place, and tak- 
ing a small boat in the morning, we came up with the tide. The boat- 
men did not know the location of our Mission, but I recognized it from 
the drawings in the Occasional Papers. The Bishop had heard of the arri- 
yal of the ship below, and was on the look-out. He met us at the water’s 
edge, and gave us such a welcome as made us forget the dangers and 
annoyances of a four month’s passage. It was not long before we met all 
the members of the Mission; and though strangers to all, we soon felt that 
there were ties which bound us to them stronger than those of earth. 

Our first Sunday in Shanghai will long be remembered, At half past 
eight we repaired to the Chapel, a beautiful brick stuccoed building, in 
Gothic style, an ornament to our Mission. It was already filled with the 
neatly dressed children of the sckools, together with a large number of 
lookers-on, who had turned aside from mere curiosity. The service was 
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in Chinese, and, of course, unintelligible to us, but the promptness with 
which the children made the responses, joined in the prayers, and, above 
all, the correctness with which they sung the chants, soon fixed my atten- 
tion. This was indeed a surprise. Here were one hundred children, 
some hardly old enough to speak plain, going through the “ Venite exulti- 
mus,” the “ Gloria in excelsis,” and the sentences, without a single discor- 
dant note. I had always been told that the Chinese could not sing ; but 
here was a band of heathen children sweetly singing the songs of the 
redeemed. On the 20th, I went into the city with the Bishop and Mr. 
Nelson, to find a place suitable for dispensing medicines. A Chapel and 
dispensary will be combined. One of the Missionaries will preach every 
day, after which I shall dispense to those who may come for aid. Many 
come to my study every day for medicine. Yesterday a woman perfectly 
blind, asked if I could do any thing for her. It made my heart bleed to 
see her sad looks when told her case was hopeless. She had been told 
that if she prayed to Jesus, He would make her see ; but when Mr. Keith 
told her that the time of working miracles had. passed, and that she must 
not look for such a demonstration of his power, her last hope seemed de- 
stroyed, and a rayless cloud of gloom settled upon her face. Before the 
next mail leaves, I hope to be in the city, dispensing. 


MISSIONARY JOURNEY OF MR. J. T. POINTS. 


Although the accompanying details of a Missionary tour are 
of no very recent date, they have but of late come to hand ; 
and as affording new features with respect to our work in 
China, they may still be considered of interest. 


Woo Chow Foo, May 18, 1855.—My stay at home, after my last ex- 
cursion, was prolonged by the departure of some friends, whom I escorted 
last week out to sea, returning to Shanghai in the pilot's boat. While at 
home, however, I had several interesting interviews with parties of junk- 
men or sailors from the northern province, Shantoong, belonging to the 
junks which come down every year to carry the tribute-rice up to Pekin. 
Those who have been at Shanghai during the last few years have shown 
a great anxiety to procure foreign religious books; and every party that 
I have met strolling near our settlement, have accosted me with a request 
for some of our books. I have found very few among them who did not 
read quite fluently, and among them I have distributed over 200 gospels 
and tracts. As they speak a northern dialect, it was impossible for me 
to say much to them. 

My former companion, Rev. Mr. Aitchison, left Shanghai with me four 
days ago, bound we knew not exactly whither. Since our departure, we 
have nothing but rain, and have, therefore, been obliged to stay con- 
stantly in our boat; this, perhaps, we should have done at any rate, as we 
wish to penetrate pretty far into the interior, and shall, therefore, not show 
ourselves much on our journey, till we reach the farthest limit, and on 
our way back, when safe from danger of being arrested, we may then go 
about and scatter our books more openly. Still, I have been pleased to 
hear many persons, in the large towns through which we passed, recognize 
us as the same foreigners who passed along last month. We reached here 
this afternoon, the rain still pouring down; but here we shall remain till 
the weather clears up, as most of our journey from here on will be among 
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the hills, where our boat cannot go. Our boy who went into the city this 
evening to do some marketing, has brought us back an invitation from 
Sd ay persons to come in to see them, but this we must postpone till our 
teturn. 

Yang Ba Tsong, May 19.—Early this morning we took advantage of 
the prospect of bright weather, to push off into the country, where we 
might enjoy a quiet day among the country people, and a ramble over 
the mountains, This we did to our heart’s content, clambering up to the 
summit of a peak more than 1,500 feet high, from which we enjoyed a 
view such as China alone can afford—a strange mixture of wildness and 
cultivation. This afternoon, after spending awhile in giving away books 
to a crowd that assembled around our boat, we set out again on a westerly 
course, and have come about 15 le to this village, where we tarry over 
to-morrow, which is Sunday. 

May-Che, May 2ist—We reached here about dark, after a very hard 
day’s work, rowing for 30 le againsta rapid mountain stream. Just 
after dinner we had a very pleasant incident, and a rate one so far in the 
interior ; our boatmen called out to us that a boat with a foreign flag was 
coming down, so we at once hoisted the American colours, and both boats 
ran in shore and stopped. We there spent a very pleasant half hour with 
two Englishmen, who were just returning from an excursion to the place 
for which we were bound. 

This being the head of boat navigation on this stream, we shall leave 
our boat here to await our return, and getting coolies to carry our books, 
bedding and baggage, will push forward on foot about 70 miles farther. 

May 25th.—Teen Moo Shan, (Heaven’s Eye Mountain, 6,009 feet above 
the level of the sea.) After a three day’s rough and tedious tramp, we 
arrived here at our journey’s end yesterday at 6 P. M., and, thanks to the 
Budhist priests, are quartered very comfortably in the best room of a 
temple (Kae Shan Laon Teen) about half way up the mountain. Our 
journey from May-Che was a weary one, as it was performed on foot, with 
the exception of a few le, which I rode in a sedan, being once almost 
broken down with fatigue. Our party consisted of ourselves, our cook, 
and four coolies, two of whom were loaded with books for distribution by 
the way. The road, though paved with stones, was often very rough, and 
in many places went up and down over steep hills, by a long and tiresome 
stairway ; the last part was rendered still more fatiguing by the fact that 
the late heavy fall of rain had overflowed the road, so that sometimes we 
had to walk for several le up or down a flight of steps, covered ankle-deep 
with water, while several mountain-streams, which are usually crossed. 
dry-shod on large stepping-stones, were swollen so that we had to wade 
almost knee deep through them. Our fare and sleeping accommodations 
were of the roughest kind; for dinner we stopped in some Chinese eating- 
house, where our cook would in vain search for materials worthy of such 
talents as his; at night we went to some temple, where we could always 
find an empty room, and then sent our boy out to cater for supper and break- 
fast, but hardly ever got a greater variety than a chicken, or a little pork 
and rice, and a few eggs. However, we enjoyed the jaunt on the whole, as 
wellas in detail, and being amply repaid for all the discomforts of the way- 
side, by the magnificent and wild scenery through which we passed, have 
reached here a little wayworn, but in fine health and spirits. Our road 
led us through two walled cities, Ngan Kit and Hiaon Foong, where we 
attracted much attention, but were well treated. At the latter we stop- 
ped for breakfast, and dismissing one of our coolies, deposited with our 
landlord two baskets of books, which we shall stop there to distribute on 
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our way back. Out in the country, whenever we halted to rest, whether 
in some hamlet, or under a quiet shady grove, we were sure to have a 
crowd sometimes of hundreds around us, to whom, when not too much 
fagged, we talked and gave a few books. : ‘ 

We are now ina small temple, beautifully located in a forest of pine 
trees, right in a secluded gorge of the mountain. Not relishing Budhist 
vegetarian fare much, we have sent our men to a village about five miles 
off, to see if they cannot do better for us, and are anxiously awaiting their 
return, as we are almost famished. This morning we climbed to the top 
of the mountain, 10 le off, from which we had a grand view of the ocean 
of mountains around us; but such a view in China is beyond the powers 
of my pen to describe adequately. This afternoon we have been giving 
and explaining some of our books to the priests of this and several neigh- 
bouring temples; they are indeed a good-natured, hospitable set; but, 
alas! one does not realize all the midnight darkness of heathenism, till 
thrown thus closely in contact with its ministers; the first sound that 
greets us at day-break, and almost the last at night, is that of the chants, 
gongs, bells, &e., of their daily worship. 

Thus ends one of the most interesting journeys I have ever taken any 
where in the world; we went 250 miles directly into the interior, and so 
far as we could see, might quite as easily have gone 100 miles farther. 
Just now there are some eight or ten Missionaries in this place, who 
spend their time in these kind of excursions, so that there is hardly a city 
within 200 miles of here, which has not been visited, and from only one 
have they ever been sent back. Three years ago, no one thought of 
going more than 50 miles undisguised ; and now our visits are not only 
winked at, but encouraged by many of the mandarins. Surely it looks 


as if the light of a brighter day was going to dawn on poor benighted 
China. 


MISSIONARY WORK OF FEMALE ASSISTANTS 
IN CHINA. 


Very many of those who contribute largely to our Treasury, 
are much interested in the department of Missionary labour 
which is filled by female assistants. It will gratify them to 
have a little sketch from one so occupied, which the Mission- 
ary Bishop, at Shanghai, has transmitted. 


THE JOURNAL OF C. 


SHancuar, August 28, 1855. 


In preparing a journal, in compliance with the rule of the Committee, 
and the request of the Bishop recently made, I beg to say, that my days 
are spent with so much uniformity, that an account of one week will an- 
swer for all others. I shall, therefore, give a sketch of my employments 
for one week; and then hereafter confine myself to the mention of such 
incidents that occur in connection with my scholars, whether in the boys’ 
boarding-school, or in the girls’ school in the city, as, I hope, may interest. 

We rise early, and are ready for morning prayers, in the family in which 


“ 


China. 37 


I reside, very punctually at quarter to seven o’clock; breakfast finished, 
an old communicant, who is quite blind, pays me a visit at my study, for 
half an hour, to learn something new with respect to the way of life, and 
to hear me read the Scriptures to her. At present she is learning her 
“duty towards God,” and Ler “ duty towards her neighbour ;” these having 
been recently translated from the Church Catechism. 

This duty ended, I proceed to the boys’ school, and am engaged from 9 
to 12 A. M., instructing thirteen boys in the rudiments of the English lan- 
guage; my boys being the youngest and last received into the school. 
How much sameness there is in this work, most persons, who have been 
engaged in teaching, especially a foreign language, can testify. The 
sameness of our exercises is broken by a weekly visit from the Bishop, as 
superintendent of the school, and by a half-hour’s familiar conversation, in 
which I indulge them each day, to encourage them to speak English, and 
to make inquiries about foreign countries and customs. These conversa- 
tions often serve to bring out curious traits of Chinese character, and to 
manifest their astonishment and wonder at what they hear of foreign coun- 
tries. Some of these conversations I shall report ata future time. 

School finished, at twelve I go home, take lunch, and rest an hour or 
two, when I engage in the study of the Chinese language, with the aid of 
a native teacher, for two or three hours; according to the strength I may 
haye remaining after my morning’s teaching, I spend my time with the 
teacher in reading the Scriptures in the local dialect, or in the general 
language of the country; also in the study of the ‘‘Lun-yu,” one of the 
Confucian classics, the Bishop having formed a class for the single ladies 
of the Mission, wishing them to become acquainted with the writings of 
the great Chinese sage, from a perusal of his works for themselves, and 
not merely from hearsay. 

These afternoon employments have recently been diversified, by a very 
pleasant duty assigned me by the Bishop. 

When the rebels left the city, on the night of the first day of the Chi- 
nese New-Year, they set fire to it in several places—the Imperial troops 
did the same—and a most extensive conflagration raged for many hours. 
This fire came very near to our Church in the city ; crossed a canal which 
lies just to the north of the Church, and burned down a house within a 
few feet of it. But God graciously preserved that noble edifice, built 
by the munificence of a single member of our Church, Mr. Appleton of 
Boston. . 

The site occupied by the house just burned, the Bishop thought, would 
answer admirably for two parish schools, in connection with Christ Church. 
Upon inquiring who owned the land, he ascertained that it was the pro- 
perty of the “Hwong-poo,” nunnery. The Lady Abbess, (a lady whose 
portrait I would like to draw, and may introduce at some future time,) 
and one of the sisters, kindly waited on him at the Church, and the land 
was secured for $55. t 

A building was soon erected on it capable of accommodating two 
schools of about twenty scholars each: the one for boys, the other for 
girls. These schools are taught by natives; but they require constant 
supervision by some foreign eye, or they are of little use'as nurseries of 
piety. The girls’ school, in this building, was assigned to my supervision, 
and, therefore, I shall venture to introduce it to your acquaintance ; and 
as there are several other female day-schools under the charge of other 
ladies of the Mission, I shall designate it ‘“ The Hoong-jeaw Female Day- 
School,” or, “The Female Day-School near Christ Church ;” which will ; 
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perhaps, bea name more easily remembered by my friends in the United 
States, 

This school was commenced June 25th, with fourteen scholars. I have 
been much favoured in my Chinese teacher, he being a man well acquaint- 
ed with the Scriptures, and with the Chinese religion ; he is also pious, hav- 
ing been baptized a year ago. He was Mrs. Boone's teacher ten years 
ago, upon her first arrival in China, and was then very deeply impressed, 
but got tured away from the right path. When the Bishop arrived, last 
April twelve month, this man and his family were in the city, under the 
power of the rebels. As soon as he heard of the arrival of his old friend, he 
applied for help. The Bishop succeeded in getting him and all his family 
out of the city, and found that his trials had humbled him, and made him 
an earnest applicant for baptism ; he accordingly has been baptized, con- 
firmed and admitted to the Holy Communion ; and I cannot but hope that 
my littie day-school will be blessed in an uncommon degree, “seeing I 
have a Levite ”—a man who has given himself to God for my teacher. 

Upon my first visit to this school, about a week after its establishment, 
I was pleased to find the pupils had made considerable progress in the 
Creed, several articles of which they repeated quite earnestly. I found 
two scholars who particularly interested me—they were the teacher’s own 
children—the eldest a girl about seven; the other a boy five years old. 
When their turn came, I asked them if they could repeat the Creed, not 
supposing, for a moment, they would be able to do so; but what was my 
astonish ment and delight when I heard them both, in the most touching 
manner, recite the whole, without missing one word. Their tender age, 
and lisping accents, combined with the thought of their home so recently 
heathen, affected me deeply ; and my first feeling was, Oh, that I could 
place you upon the desk of some Sunday-school at home, to speak for 
China. This incident made me hopeful of the teacher’s influence with 
the other scholars ; and, J trust, many who read this, will join me in the 
prayer, that these little ones, who are now lisping the name of Jesus, will 
learn to love it too, and become, hereafter, teachers of the truth their 
father is now instilling into their minds, and thus, through this family, the 
(teuth may be handed down to many generations. 

A little book has lately been prepared for the use of our day-schools, call- 
edthe Yu-Yak,” 2. ¢., ‘‘ Juvenile Instructions.” It contains the Creed, Lord’s 
Prayer, Ten Commandments, the “Duty towards God,” and the “ Duty 
towards our neighbour,” is printed in clear, large characters, and has met 
with general approbation from our Missionary friends. 

After the scholars had committed this little primer to memory, they 
took up the Gospel of St. Mathew, and the Catechism on the Creed, in 
both of which they are making good progress, I may mention here, how 
much our old blind communicants were interested in the “ Duty towards 
God,” and the “ Daty towards our neighbour,” when they were set to 
work tolearn them. They had learned the other contents of the Yu-Yak 
before their baptism, but they had in these a summary of duty so full and 
complete, that it struck their minds at once, and filled them with delight. 
It was a real enjoyment to them, to learn their duty in these respects, as 
1t was to us to witness the lively interest they took in it. We were also 
struck with the plan which they adopted to remember what was taught 
them. They courted over on their fingers the number of characters in 
each clause, and then summed up the number contained in all the clauses, 

_In repeating it alone, they followed the same plan, and were thus able to 
know whether they left out or added any words. , 
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To overcome the apathy felt by the Chinese in the education of their 
daughters, all, who have hitherto established girls’ schools, have had 
recourse to a daily distribution of cash* to secure their attendance. The 
amount allowed is sufficient to procure one meal a day, which is a great 
consideration with the poor. When this school was opened, another plan 
was tried in lieu of the cash system, to which there are several objections. 
The teaching of embroidery, thought quite indispensable in the education 
of a Chinese girl, was substituted as the inducement to insure attendance. 
This has the advantage of bestowing knowledge which will be permanent; 
whereas, the money dispensed, is immediately used up and gone. 

The person secured as the teacher in this department, is a young girl, 
the adopted daughter of Yang-Soo-dong and his wife. She can read very 
well books written in the dialect of this place, and has been most useful 
to us, when instructing the women that come to the Church, who, being 
old and unaccustomed to foreigners, find it difficult to understand those so 
recently arrived. She has evinced much earnestness in Divine things, has 
applied for baptism, and, I hope, will soon be added to the little band 
which has been gathered from among this people. Unhappily she is be- 

rothed to a man wholly ignorant of Christianity. The sudden death of 
her adopted mother has made it necessary for her to return to her own 
family again, though we still hope to retain her services. 

This: school I expect to visit every Wednesday and Friday afternoon, 
and Sunday morning. 

Having thus introduced my little field of labour in those two schools, 
and indicated my week’s routine of employments as I proposed, I will 
leave, for a future occasion, the mention of such incidents as, I trust, will 
serve to interest a few hearts in the welfare of my charges, both male and 
female, and draw forth many a prayer in behalf of scholars and teachers. 
These last especially, need much grace; the writer is inexperienced, and 
conscious of many imperfections; her Chinese assistants—one a babe in 
Christ ; the other, just feeling her way to the Saviour—she feels assured, 
will claim earnest prayers from many hearts, that they may be upheld, 
and used to lead many of their young countrymen to Christ. 

In conclusion, the writer will say, that she becomes every day more 
deeply convinced that she is engaged in a great and noble work that fills 
her heart, and enkindles her zeal, and makes her cry out, ‘‘ The lines 
are fallen unto me in pleasant places; truly I havea goodly heritage of the 
Lord.” Oh, for Grace to stand in such a place—to enable me to devote 
my whole heart to this good work. Pray, dear Christian friends, for your 
unworthy ; C. 


OPENINGS FOR MISSIONARY EFFORT IN SOUTH 
AMERICA. 


Tux following report from the Sub-Committee of the 
Foreign Committee on decayed Christian Churches, with 
respect to Openings for Missionary effort in South America, 
introduces a subject of vast importance, and one in which the 


* A small copper coin, 18 of which are equal to one cent. ® ’ 
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Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States is impera- 
tively called to take part. 


NEW GRANADA. 


The following papers possess unusual interest. They relate to 
a field for Missionary effort on our own Continent, which has, as 
yet, been entirely unattempted by our Church. Having every 
reason to be satisfied of the authenticity of these documents, 
and the correctness of their statements, the Foreign Commit- 
tee are desirous, at the earliest moment, to lay them before the 
Church for prayerful consideration. The Rev. Ramon Mon- 
salvatze has been an accredited agent of the American Bible 
Society ; distributing the Word of God on the Isthmus, and in 
New-Granada. The 12th of August last was a ‘‘memorable 
day for Carthagena,” as the Tribune of that place expresses, 
when through his instrumentality its inhabitants were first 
privileged to unite in the services of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, and to listen to the truth, for the first time, in “a pub- 
lic manner,” preached by a Protestant Minister. We invite 
attention to the warmth with which the writer of that article 
expresses his emotions on the occasion; taking for granted 
that he is a fair exponent of public sentiment in that city. The 
Republic of New-Granada has freely opened a way for our 
Missionary efforts by declaring entire religious toleration. 
“The Constitution and Laws of this Republic guarantee to all 
citizens absolute liberty of worship in public and private: and 
to this same guarantee all strangers coming to the country have 
aright.” By the whole tone of these papers it will be seen that 
the Government in this respect has not gone one step in ad- 
vance of public sentiment. 

What the Church has been waiting for is now accomplished. 
Shall there be any longer hesitation to enter by this open door, 
and carry to our Brethren of South America the Gospel of 
Christ, illustrated by our revered Liturgy, and by the order 
and beauty of our beloved Church? We place the question 
before the Christian judgment and affections of our Brethren. 
An effectual answer may be returned in either one of two 
ways: by the presentation of men qualified for this peculiar 
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work ; or by increased contributions to enable us to enlarge 
our operations. At present we have neither men nor means to 
re-institute a Mission to South America. We have faith to 
believe that when God shall be pleased to raise up suitable 
Missionaries, the Church will be ready to support them. And, 
therefore, we invite the attention of all, to these and similar 
statements concerning other portions of South America, which 
will be speedily published in the ‘ Sprrir or: Missions,” 
hoping that they will thus be led to cry unto “ the Lord of the 
harvest” with one voice, “Send out labourers into this har- 
vest!” Surely it needs only that we shall be convinced that 
God is giving us an open door, and inviting us to enter this 
long neglected field, and all our sympathies will be awakened, 
all the claims of our brotherhood will be felt, all the responsi- 
bilities of our position of neighbourhood will move us to prompt 
and energetic action. We beg, then, that our Brethren of the 
Clergy and Laity will ponder the papers now laid before them. 
We ask that in Epiphany sermons and addresses this topic may 
be presented to the prayerful consideration of the people. 


In behalf of the Foreign Committee, 


G. T. Bepext, 
F. S. Wryston, 
Sub-Committee. 


TRANSLATION, 


Letter from the Governor of Carthagena, to Mr. Ramon 
Montsalvatze. 


The Constitution and Laws of this Republic guarantee to all the citi- 
zens the absolute liberty of worship in public and private, and to this 
same guarantee all strangers coming to the country have a right, 
_Consequently, the Government does not interfere in any manner in 
religious affairs, which are recognized as in the exclusive domain of the 
conscience of individuals, 

Without constituting myself an organ of the opinion which inhabitants 
of this city have, concerning<the contents of your note of the 6th inst. to 
which I am replying, I think I shall not err if I declare to you that you 
may assure the religious Societies of the United States, that the formation 
ef a Church cong2crated in this city to the Protestant worship, would not 
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offend the said inhabitants, whose tolerance in religious matters you have 
tested in the preachings which you have made ; and it is desired by its 
most enlightened and sensible portion. 

On your leaving this city for the United States with the laudable in- 
tention of procuring among the benevolent of the Reformed Christian 
religion the means of erecting here a temple of worship for their breth- 
ren in Carthagena, allow me to express, in this letter, the satisfaction 
with which I have seen you discharge your holy mission in propagating 
the Gospel, and the people attending to hear your eloquent discourses. 
Oh! thet you may attain the object proposed in your voyage to the 
United States: and may your health be preserved. 


STATEMENT, 
Translated from the Carthagena Tribune, of August 16, 1855. 


The 12th of August will be memorable for Carthagena, and, perhaps, for 
all New-Grenada. For the first time, a minister of the Reformed worship 
has preached in a public manner in this city, to a congregation of indi- 
‘viduals, partly of his own creed, and partly of the Catholic; and we sin- 
cerely confess that it is impossible for us to describe all the emotions which 
we experience, during the religious acts performed in conformity with the 
English Liturgy. 

Catholie by descent and education, we have never been superstitious 
or fanatical; and the development of our reason has not allowed us to re- 
gard as heretics those who live out of the Catholic communion, and pro- 
fess other doctrines; but we have desired an opportunity to study the 
different means adopted by the human intellect to render worship to the 
Creator and to address prayers to Him. We have wished to know the 
manner of worship among all Christians in the world, and to enrich our 
people in Carthagena with all the considerations derived from the com- 
munication of every man with his God, and which makes Atheism a lie 
and an atheist an impossible thing. 

The 5th Section of the 5th Article of the Constitution has favoured 
our desires, and by its favour we shall see established in the Republic the 
religious practices of those civilized nations with which we have political 
or mercantile relations. To this same provision we shall have, in a great 
measure, if public peace should be preserved, the immigration of indus- 
trious families professing a different worship from ours. To this provision 
we shall owe their taking root in the country ; for it is evident that if man, 
in consequence of his temperament, and other causes peculiar to him, is 
less accessible, less governed by the religious sentiments, in the fair and 
delicate sex piety constitutes one of the richest gifts, and a family with 
difficulty fixes its residence in a place where that sentiment has not its 
full expansion, 
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In the sermon of the Protestant minister, the Rev. Ramon Montsalvaize, 
which we found very natural and proper, very precise and exact, and 
very much in conformity with our most orthodox doctrines, we observed 
three passages very significant and excellent: the first giving assurance 
that he would not imitate the style of the Capuchins, which would render 
his preaching ridiculous, but would always adopt the language of the 
Holy Scriptures, whose truths he was charged to disseminate; the second,’ 
that, although as a minister of the reformed worship, he had a special 
mission for preaching and other pious acts, the entire people had also 
a part in the latter duty; and the third, that he would abstain from every 
subject connected with politics, as foreign and distinct from his ministry. 

Leaving aside every orthodox consideration, and every historical 
fact in favor of one and the other Church, and attending to effects purely 
social, we cannot fail to congratulate ourselves on the coming of ministers 
of other rites, who, with their efforts in the promulgation of their doc- 
trines and the acquisition of proselytes, will stimulate and excite the cold- 
ness of the Catholic clergy, and make them fervent and enthusiastic in 
the work which they have. 

The Catholic clergy authorized by the text of Scripture, “ The work 
man is worthy of his hire”—(“ Dignus est operarius mercede sua”’)—and 
being an exclusive laborer in all these regions which were colonies of 
Spain, hold secured (to speak economical language) a monopoly, with all 
its inconveniences. Without competition of any kind, alone, and exclusively 
alone, it needs stimulants to make its labor perfect ; and a service ineom- 
plete, imperfect, inopportune, and ineffectual, is the frequent result of its 
monopolized industry ; and such a service, with such defects, is, in most 
cases dear, with relation to the security of the country. 

Let, then, laborers come from other parts; let preachers of all rites 
come, that the fervor of Catholics be excited. Let every one praise his 
own doctrines, and offer arguments and facts in its favor; let them rival 
each other in their efforts; let more complete services be obtained from 
the respective ministers—services more perfect, more efficacious, and 
more opportune ; and finally, may the abundance of competitions in.re- 
ligions labors allow the poor and distressed people to obtain the services 
of ministers at a lower price. 

Among the grateful emotions which we experienced in the religious 
acts of the Reformed religion, we must particularly mention that produced 
in us by the order and circumspection of the audience, although we were 
all Catholics with the exception of a few, and although the assembly was 
composed of all classes of society. This act, which could not have been 
performed fifty years ago, proves, in an unmistakable manner, that the 
people of Carthagena have greatly advanced in cultivation, tolerance, 
civility, and in ‘overcoming prejudice. That is to say, that the people 
of Carthagena, with only thirty years’ living in an imperfect Republic, 
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and with a liberty enjoyed only by fractions, and at short intervals, is 
already infinitely distanced from the uncultivated and fanatical people 
which formed a part of the Spanish colony. 


{From the British Consulate.] 
British ConsutatTs, CARTHAGENA, 10th October, 1855. 


My Dear Sir:—I cannot allow you to leave Carthagena, without ex- 
pressing to you the sincere pleasure which I have derived from your so- 
ciety, and the earnest hopes which I entertain for the complete suceess of 
the object which induces you to revisit the United States. 

Now that the attention of foreiguers—chiefly Americans—has been 
drawn towards New Grenada, and that its vast resources are becoming 
more generally known and appreciated, the necessity of a “ Protestant 
temple” becomes more and more apparent, and its beneficial results are 
incalculable. You are aware that at present the number of foreigners 
is but limited; but I feel intimately convinced, that if, through the repre- 
sentations you may make to them, the religious societies of America 
should decide upon building the first Protestant temple in New Granada, 
they will meet with the cordial support of the authorities, and of the ma- 
jority of the enlightened portion of this community, who would hail it as 
the first step towards that freedom in religious affairs without which no 
country can prosper, 

Wishing you a pleasant voyage and speedy return, [ remain, my dear 
Sir, Yours, very faithfully, 

Arruour ©. Kortrient, H, B. M. Acting Consul. 

To the Rey. Ramon Monrsatvatze, Carthagena. 


[Letter from the Prussian Charge d’Affaires for New Granada.} 
CarTHaGENa, Sourn AmeERIcA, October 8, 1855. 
To ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN : 

L, the undersigned, Privy Counsellor and Charge d’ Affaires of his Ma- 
jesty the King of Prussia, have been in the Republic of New Granada 
since April, 1854 ; have traversed the interior of the country, and resided 
seven months in Guaduas, and seven more in the capital. Hvyerywhere 
I endeavoured to enlist the ear and awaken the heart of the people to the 
Word of God, by distributing edifying tracts published in the Spanish 
language by the society in North America; and nowhere have I found 
any difficulty in the distribution thereof; nay, the resident Catholic priest 
would sometimes himself portion out among his parishioners the tracts I 
handed him. Religious fanaticism I have nowhere found in the country 
but, in its stead, a total indifferance to religion, general disbelief, and ig- 
norance of the Gospel. The Bible is nowhere to be seen; the observance 
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of the Lord’s-day wholly unknown; and the only vestige of Catholicism, 
besides the mass, is the adoration of a few saints, accompanied by the 
clamor of fire-arms and noisy music in and around theSChurch. 

The Protestants are every where regarded as Jews; they enjoy, however, 
perfect freedom, and are neither persecuted nor esteemed in society. 

In Bogota, it is the ardent wish of every enlightened and intelligent 
Catholic to see evangelical worship established in the country, in order to 
awaken religious sentiments in the hearts of a people who, with the eman- 
cipation from Catholic fanaticism, immolated every principle of true reli- 
gion, and are now on the brink of utter moral dissolution. But, in Bogota, 
exclusive Catholicism is narrowly watched by the Pope’s Internuncio and 
a numerous clergy. I was therefore rejoiced to find, on my recent arrival 
in Carthagena, the Presbyterian divine, Rev. Ramon Montsalvatze, in 
full activity as a missionary from an American religious society, and to 
find in him a chosen servant ot the Lord to proclaim the glad tidings of 
the Gospel. His sermons are every Sunday listened to, not only by all 
the Protestant Christians here, but by more than three hundred Catholics. 
The seed, then, which this worthy ecclesiastic has sown, has’ evidently 
fallen upon fertile ground ; and it appears to me a duty incumbent on al] 
who possess the means, to contribute their mite to have the Gospel con- 
stantly proclaimed to this poor neglected people. To effect this, it is ad- 
visable to establish here in Carthagena a permanent missionary station, 
under the superintendence of Rey. Ramon Montsalvatze, who, by his 
knowledge of the language and morals of the people, is not only eminently 
qualified for the task, but, by his moderation in his sermons, and his 
Christian sentiments and conduct, has already promoted a pious influence 
around him, and gained the hearts of many of his auditors. 

To enable him to fit up a house for the worship of God, to publish his 
sermons, to establish a Sunday-school, and to distribute the Scriptures in 
New Granada, is the sincere desire of your humble servant, 

Francis Hesse, 
H. P.M. Privy Counsellor and Charge @ Affaires 
to Central America and New Granada. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND MISSIONS. 


Tue 154th Annual Report of the Society for the Propaga- 
tion of the Gospel, has reached us, and affords proof of the 
onward course of the work under the care of that venerable 
institution. 

The receipts for the preceding year amounted to £104,521, 
or about $500,000—of which more than £23,000, or about 
$115,000 were specially contributed. On this subject, the re- 


port holds the following language : 


~ 
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“ With regard to Special Funds, the Society has nothing to add to what 
was said in last year’s Report. It heartily rejoices at every new indica- 
tion of sympathy with the Colonial Church, every diocese and district of 
which has its own trials and difficulties, and may well look, therefore, for 
whatever help it can find in any quarter. The Society most willingly 
offers to be the channel of any contributions which individual donors 
may wish to send tovany particular colony: but it earnestly begs all its 
friends to bear in mind that its own existing liabilities. amount to an 
annual charge of about £60,000, and that, consequently, subscriptions to 
any considerable extent cannot be transferred from the general to any 
special fund without imperilling some one or more of the Missions to 
which the faith of the Society is pledged. 

‘Tt surely, however, may be safely assumed that there is sufficient 
liberality in the members of our Church to encourage new Missionary 
enterprises, without trenching upon the fund which the Society feels 
utterly insufficient for the great purposes to which it is dedicated.” 


Among the items of expenditure, we note one of £2,800, or 
about $14,000 for Missionary publications, beyond the amount 
directly received for them. So far as we can learn, great pains 
are taken to secure for these a wide circulation : an end which 
can be accomplished only by the Missionary interest of the 
parochial clergy, and, as a consequence, their cordial co-ope- 
ration. 

The principal operations of the Society during the year, 
which has now to be brought under review, have been in the 
old spheres of Missionary labour ; but fresh ground also has 
been occupied, and advantage has been taken of openings for 
the introduction of the Gospel, wherever the means at the dis- 
posal of the Society have enabled it to go forward. 

Many reports of great interest appear from ‘the chaplains 
of the Society, employed in the British army in the Crimea. 

The following passages are from a report of the Bishop 
of Capetown, in Africa, with regard to the work under his 
charge : 


CAPETOWN. 


“T now feel more than ever thankful that both the new Sees were 
founded during my visit to England. Had the erection of either been 
postponed, the Church’s work in that portion would have failed, and I 
should have broken down in the vain attempt to effect impossibilities. The 
one cheering feature indeed of the last year was the arrival of the Bishops 
of these Sees in their dioceses, and the establishment of Missionary Insti- 
ae in each of them, With a Governor who feels deeply interested in 
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the coloured taces—who is convinced that the labours of the Missionary 
are of the greatest importance to their well-being—and is prepared to 
encourage and assist those labourers to the utmost extent of his power, we 
may well expect that the Church will have full scope for her exertions 
amongst the Hottentots, Kafirs, Fingos, and Zulus. God grant her grace 
to rise up to her work, and to enter heartily, and on a scale worthy of her 
name and position amongst the Churches of the earth, upon the great field 
of labour which lies open before her. . 

“After the creation of the new Sees, there were left ta this Diocese eigh- 
teen parishes on the continent, and the Island of St. Helena—in which, 
inclusive of the College, there were ministering a Bishop and thirty-two 
Clergy. In all of these, with the exception of Worcester, which has for 
two years been without a minister, churches have been erected or are in 
the course of erection. Altogether, I believe not less than £38,000 has 
been spent upon churches since the foundation of the See of Capetown, in 
the undivided Diocese. The sum is a large one, but the cost of build- 
ing made it necessary. £1,200 or £1,560 is easily spent upon a very 
small church when the wages of the builders are nine shillings a day, as 
is the case at this moment. Of these churches, several in this immediate 
neighbourhood have been already consecrated. Others in the country are 
waiting till | can make a visitation. Having completed their churches, 
ae of the parishes are next applying themselves to the erection of 
schools. 

“Jn seven parishes cchools have been built, or are about to be com- 
menced. In one only have steps been taken towards providing a parson - 
age-house. Until churches and schools are erected and out of debt, I 
cannot expect that much will be done in the way of providing residences 
It will require, I fear, a few years more before our small and poor English 
congregations are able to get all their buildings, which constitute the out- 
ward framework of the church, completed. Every parish, except where 
the Clergyman’s income is altogether provided by Government, contrib- 
utes towards the support of its minister. 

“Having now provided to a certain extent for the more pressing spir- 
itual wants of the English people, we are enabled to turn more of our atten 
tion than we have hitherto done to the work of the conversion of the 
Heathen and Mahommedans. In Capetown, indeed, this work has been 
checked by the sad loss of labourers of which I have already spoken. In 
the country, however, some progress has been made, In the parish 
in which I am living we are surrounded by a large Heathen and 
Mahommedan population. Hitherto it has been found impossible to 
gather themtogether for public worship, but some success has attended our 
day and night-schools. Here, as elsewhere, the Heathen, though very 
dull of comprehension, are willing to be instructed, and one or two have 
been prepared for baptism; but, as yet, no efforts have availed to induce 
the Malays to attend school in any numbers. In the Paal, however, they 
seem to be anxious for instruction. There are, I understand, about 250 
Mahommedans there who would be glad to have a school established 
amongst them. In the Lower Paal, I have just established a school for 
the Heathen, to which a young man well acquainted with the Dutch 
language has been appointed, and who has given up a more profitable 
secular employment to devote himself to this work... . ; 

‘“‘ Notwithstanding all that has been done, by other religious bodies to 
whom all honour is due for their abundant labours, the Heathen in this 
Diocese are not yet half converted to the faith, nor is there any thing like 

« 
* * . 
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an adequate system of instruction provided for them ; and yet they are 
craving for more light and knowledge. As an instance of this, 1 mention 
that in this same neighbourhood I recently heard, that the labourers on 
several farms had clubbed together to maintain a crippled fellow-labourer 
of the same race, but a little better instructed than themselves, as their 
religious teacher; and in my own immediate neighbourhood the poor 
have come out of their huts to meet me in my walks, and beg me to pro- 
vide additional schools for them, offering to contribute money and labour 
to erect the building, and maintain the teacher.” 


GRAHAMSTOWN. 


The foundations of a great Missionary Work have been laid 
in this Diocese. The Governor, Sir George Grey, who had 
already done so much by moral and religious means for elevat- 
ing the condition of the native tribes of New-Zealand, has de- 
termined to follow a similar method for reducing to peaceful 
and industrious ways the more barbarous and savage races of 
South Africa; and he has called upon the Bishop and the 
Clergy to aid him in this great Christian enterprise. 


NATAL. 


A letter has been received from the Bishop of Natal, in which 
his arrival is thus announced : 


“T have just five minutes before the mail goes off to let you all know 
that we reached the Colony safely, after a delightfully quiet and pleasant 
voyage of seventy-four days, on Sunday, May 20th. Generally, all is 
going hopefully and well. Yesterday afternoon I opened a small Chapel 
for present use in the Mission Station. The room was crowded with 
Kafirs, the great body of them Heathens, wild and naked as you could 
imagine. There were more than seventy present. I took part in the 


prayers, and the Rev. J. Robertson preached. He has made excellent 
progress in the language.’ 


-. MAURITIUS. 


The Society prints the subjoined encouraging letter from the 
Bishop of Mauritius, in the first report which has been pub- 
lished since his consecration : 


“ You will be glad to hear of our safe arrival on the 11th of June, after 
a very pleasant passage, _ Contrary to my expectation, | was able to have 
morning and evening prayers in the cuddy every day, and service twice 
on Sundays, generally on the deck in the morning, and in the cuddy, with 


arrangements for the sailors, in the evening. As you so often have to do 


: ’ a 


Church of England Missions. 49 


CALCUTTA. 


The reports from this Diocese are exceedingly interesting ; 
but one cannot read them without feeling, most painfully, how 
utterly inadequate to the necessity of the case, are the labours 

-of British Christians in this vast Diocese. 


MADRAS. = 


Whe results of last year’s labours in this extensive Diocese 
have afforded great encouragement to all who have taken part 
in them. Converts from heathenism have been added to the 
fold, lapsed congregations have been recovered, and in many 
places the Society’s operations bave been enlarged and invigo- 
rated. The number of local subscribers to the Society’s funds 
has been more than doubled. 
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The Diocese is not less than 900 miles in extreme length, 
and 700 broad at the widest part, comprising a considerable por- 
tion of the Dekkan and the whole of Southern India... Of this 
immense tract of country, containing about 142,000 square 
miles, in which are spoken as many as five different languages, 
and with a population of above 13,090,000, but a small portion 
comparatively is occupied by Missions. The Gospel Society 
has its operations more widely extended in this Diocese than 
any other; there being in the Tinnevelly Province six stations, 
in Madura'two, in Tanjore eight, in Trinchinopoly one, in the 
Central Carnatic five, in Mysore one, in Cuddapah one, and in 
Hyderabad one—in all twenty-five. 


COLOMBO, 


The Bishop of Colombo, after ten years residence within the 
tropics, has been compelled to return to, England for «the re- 
covery of his bealth—not, however, before the Cathedral was 
completed and consecrated, and the College of St. Thomas, in 
connection with it, established on a basis which will ensure, it 
is hoped, a lasting benefit to the Diocese. 

The Bishop reports congregations numbering about 1,700— 
of whom about 340 were communicants. 


LABUAN. 
BORNEO. 


The royal mandate has been issued to the Bishop of Cal- 
cutta and his suffragans to consecrate the Rev. Francis Thomas 
McDougall to be the first Bishop, and St. Luke’s-day, October 
18th, was fixed for the consecration. 

The main part of the endowment, £5,000, is provided by 
the Society, out of its Jubilee Fund, and the Society for Pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge has followed by making a grant 
of £2,000; while, to the private friends at Oxford and else- 
where, who, in the early days of the Borneo Mission, raised a 
fund for the endowment of the See, much of the credit of the 
new Bishopric is due. 

The consecration of a Missionary Bishop at Calcutta must 


‘ 
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have been a striking and encouraging event. The first that 
has ever taken place out of England. 

“T have little doubt,” says the Bishop of Calcutta, (Feb. 
23d,) “that the fact of celebrating in British India so sacred 
and sublime a service, will have a powerful effect.” 

In a subsequent letter, (March 6th,) he says, “that Bor- 
neo is the most wonderful scene for Missionary labour. I have 
no doubt, and humbly do I trust, that Dr. McDougall may be » 
as much blessed in carrying out the Mission as he has been in 
beginning it. But this is with God.” 

Details are also given with respect to the distant Dioceses 
of Sypnry, Metzsourne, ADELAIDE, and TAsMANIA. 

From New-Zeauanp there was no report, the Bishop having 
spent the greater part of last year in England; but we learn 
from publications of the Church Missionary Society, that it has 
been, with some exceptions, a year of trial—partly through the 
prevalence of a serious epidemic, and partly through the evil 
influence of Europeans who had settled among the natives for 
the purpose of vending spirituous liquors. Of these things we 
shall speak when we receive the Report of the Church Mis- 
sionary Society. 

We do not find anywhere a summary of the number of 
Missionaries and assistants employed by the Society, for pro- 
pagating the Gospel, or of the number of communicants and 


persons baptized. 


INTELLIGENCE. 


Satine or Misstonanres.—The Rev. J. Liggins and the 
Rev. Channing M. Williams, sailed from New-York on the 
30th of November last, in the ship Oneida, for Shanghai, to 
join the China Mission under Bishop Boone. 

Arrican Misston.—After the foregoing communications 
from the African Mission were sent to the printer, a friend has 
most kindly allowed us to make extracts from an exceedingly 
interesting letter, written by the wife of a Missionary. ‘This 
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contains a fuller account of the gratifying condition of the 
Mission already referred to, and will in some degree supply 
the loss of our own letters, which are so unfortunately missing. 


EXTRACTS FROM A PRIVATE LETTER. 


“ Rocktown, August 3, 1855.—Here we are living in dear 
Mrs. Hening’s old home, occupying her accustomed place. 
My seat, while writing, is the one she had, and my eye rests 
over the same beautiful scene. We had spent but one night 
on land, when, in conversation with our Bishop, it was decided 
that we were to come here. Mr. Wright had returned home, 
and this Station was vacant. 

«“ We made ‘Cape Palmas on the Ist of July. On the eve- 
ning of the 3d we reached Cavalla, and received the greeting 
of Mrs. Payne, Miss Ball, and Miss Alley. We remained but a 
fortnight at Cavaila, enjoying the society of our loved friends 
there, and also enjoying the good work which is advancing. 
Almost daily does the Bishop hear the question, ‘ Payne, how can 
we do God’s will?’ The Church has doubled its numbers, and 
calls now its members from the old Heathen. The number 
asking for baptism, whom the Bishop bids wait, is larger than 
those received. Our visits to the towns are seasons of grateful 
joy, for we meet willing and anxious listeners. 

“The change to us, remembering what they were when we 
left, is wonderful ; nothing less than the moving of the Spirit 
of God over the darkness could have wrought this. Thus it 
is, while God has apparently weakened our strength by remov- 
ing one and another, he manifests his own power without our 
being apparent instruments. To the Bishop who has lived 
years of patient waiting, you can imagine how refreshing this 
season is. 

“But that duty was plain—it would have been with regret 
that we left the atmosphere of Cavalla. Here we have met a 
much kinder reception than we anticipated. This people have 
usually been very troublesome, but God seems to have turned 
their hearts to favour us; they supply us readily and kindly 
with provisions ; and seem very willing to listen to our words. 
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We have been cheered by large congregations on Sunday, and 
some few seem seriously to weigh what they hear. 

“ August 13th.—We have just parted from the Bishop and 
Mrs. Payne, who passed four days with us. It was our Con- 
vocation season; and a most blessed one has it been. On 
Friday evening, the 11th, the Missionary meeting was held, 
and we were four hours engaged in listening to the Mission- 
aries and native teachers’ reports. Yet we thought not of 
weariness, for they told us of suci a blessed work of grace, 
that we could unite with the Bishop at the close, when he said, 
‘ Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace!’ 

“ Wonderful is the work! old men, young men, and women, 
throwing away their gregrees, giving up their [many] wives, 
and receiving Christ. The work advances with little special 
effort on our part, save preaching the Word. Our native 
Christians are acting most faithfully. Since Mr. Smith’s death 
they seem to have waked from sleep. They were consistent, 
but we thought zeal was wanting. Now they set us an exam- 
ple. A more full account will be sent home for the ‘Sprrir 
or Misstons.’ I know you will enjoy it and rejoice with us. 
If old Mrs. M is spared to hear this, she, too, will glorify 
God’s grace. Her son’s prayers, and her own, with those of 
all the faithful, have not been unheard.” 


Cuiwa Misston.—Since the preceding pages were set up, 
another mail has arrived, bringing advices to the 6th of Oct. 
The health of the Bishop was more than usually feeble, and 
others of the Mission were feeling the effects of a long and 
warm summer. It is hoped that the returning cold weather 
would be beneficial to them. Mr. Nelson had returned with 
his family from the mountains, and had found the journey, 
by God’s blessing, effectual in restoring all its sick members to 
health. The Bishop had designed to send a paper by this mail, 
giving some account of the communicants and catechumens 
connected with the Mission, but had been obliged to defer it 
in consequence of a very severe attack of his most painful 


malady. 
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